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was a multi purpose boat in the Chagos Islands. It also was used to expell the
last home. The second image shows the Nordvaer in Diego Garcia. The third
pic{ure showt the end of the Nordvaer on shoals in the Seychelles. The last photos feature stamps
to the glory of the Nordvaer, the exile boat These images were given by Fernand MAìIDARIN,
president of the Chagossian Social Committee, and were on photocopies of a work frpm Terje
BODOGAARD called "Il{/S Nordvaer av Bodo - M/V Nordvaer of Victoria, BIOT" published in
Oslo in 1994. An English summary of the norvegian text tells the story of the Norvaer :

M/l/ No¡dvaerwas buílt ín Elnahorn outsíde Hømburg ín 1958for a smnll coastøl shippíng company
ín Bodo, northern Norway. She saíled on øweekþ route alotg the coastfromTrondheímnorthto the
I'ofotcn ßlands. She was a vet4! suítoblc væselfor thß rou.te and could oceo@,
tmstty Ettgtßh øurísts on rú.m trþs, ùtríng-the sumtten North
cargo, whíle on southbound tríps ítwasfrsh øndfish prodac'ts. Her holds were equíppedfor cool os
well asfrozen caÌgo. Due to íncreased conpaítíonfromthe raílwøys bíeng ætended north to Bodo
andfrom road haüIage, ítwas decíded to sell the væsel øfter 10 yean of sentìce.

Her buyen were the Gwernmenf of Brítßh Indían Ocean Territory, BIOT, later metged ínto the
newly-formed state The Seychellæ. The new onneÌ decíded to ¡etøín her now qotíc name. Before
leavíng Norwty, she was gìven íncreased slæpíng accotnodafíon by addítÍonal berth íttstøIlcd ín
her apper deck

Nordvøe¡ wsa gíven two majorfunctíons ín he¡ new role:

o to maÌnføÍn an ínfer-island servìcefor calgo, possergers and moÍL lmren her pos+tfrce hod
been operøÍonalforftveyeørs in 1974, the ocasíonwas celeb¡afed by the íssuíng of two
comtæmorafíve stømps.

o to connect BIOT and The Seychellæ with other Indían Ocean íslands ønd Mombøsa" nøstly for
eoprah æporl In tIæ eaþ days, veÌy.few transoeean lÍnerc sentícæ cølled at V¡c:toña, so ,rØfi
of Seychelles geenrla ínportwas transportcd on the No¡dvøe¡.

Nordvaer's íncreased. eqtacíty made her suítableÍor one ollhe søddest evenfs ín ¡ecenÍ Indían Ocean
bttory: in 1972-1973 she was usedÍor the dqortatíon oÍthe INDIGENOIIS POP(II-AIuON of
Díqo García to Maa¡ítíus. some 3400 oeoplg ttow lotgoten b! the nudíø and, the wo¡ld.

Whíle callíttg af Dar-Es-Saløamín 1979 Nordvaer hít a reef at the hørbou¡ entrance. She wos
retloatd ønd saíled to Wøoríøwíth afutl cargo, but løter ínspeaÍon ræealed æpewíve damage. Her
ownets, thc Governneø of The Seychellø, wanfed to sell her, but could ttot obtøìn an acc4nble
príce- It was eventually decíded to run her aslørq unde¡ her own power, lo serve as ø breøkwafer on
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the snull ßland af Dænoeufs, the souÍhe¡nnust inthe Admí¡antø aroÇ tuÍoÊíI¡forc landÍngþr qg
collecørc æploÍtìng tltc ßland's enornuus popalalÍon of breedÍng te¡ns.

In the Mauritian newspaper "Le Mauricien" from Septembre 27 1997, an article is published
under the name "Chagos: un état des lieux" (roughly: Chagos, an inspection)
Today we knaw undø whích círcantrtanø tltc Clugossíøn popalolíonwas th¡own outfromíts
archipeløgo. WillÍs-Pte¡re Prosper, thc los admûnìst¡an¡who supemÛsed thß operaÍíoa has w¡ílfen
døwnthe dílferent datæ oÍthefrnal evacuafíon of lhe th¡ee nnín atolls, Díqo Gareía on Oc'taber 15
1971, Bodham Salomon on Oclober 31 1972 and, Peros Banhos on Apríl 27 1973.

According to different souroe$ these evacuation had between 5() to 300 passengen¡. The initial
capacity was of lQ thus with ¡ 10fùo/" capacity increase, we only have 20 passengers. The
promiscuity on the Norvdaer was more compatible with a slave boat from the slavery period than
with any civilized trip. Years of loans(the bigest percentage of a salary was paid through barter,
rice, salÇ.) were necessarJr to buy fumiture etc.- Thug all these goods, due to the lack of space on
the Nordvaer, had to be left behind and are still used by the yachties who come at the Salomon
atoll.
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