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SECRET

Mr Cou¡xse1]- .1?')

E (5C4)

I attach a rather tart letter

B1eaÊe arrange fon the note utrich I have

pronlsetl hln to be Brepareci a¡rtl sent to hln.

frþn !{!l

w1Ìl you

(8.c. Norrls),q Seotelober l-968
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BRIIISi trICr¡Ì CCI4tr{ISSIQD,],

PORT LøIS.
22 Argust, 1968.

De"rr Et.
It has, I think, ncrty becone necessary for me to know what

1s golng on ln tt¡e natter of ilefence facilltles 1n BIOI ln
genoral aûcl Dlego Garcia 1n Ba:rtlcu].an.

2. You rlLL remenber that I nentloned. to the SecretarLes of. State the posslblJ.1ty that D:r. Ran nlght raise wlth ttren t,}re
questlon of estabLlsblng 1n Manrltiue facllltles whlch had. been
¡rlaanecl fo¡r À1d.ebna. (gotb, t¡¡e å¡nerlcan Oralgé d.tåf,falres and.
an lnterestet! Brltlsh-eum-South .åf:rlcær contracto¡. had. p:revlously
nad.e lnfo¡mal sound.lngs wlth Dr. Raa on thls subJect.) At the
time of tùre Mlnlstersr vlslt I was, of course, tolil vet'y snartl.y
that the:re was no questloa of provldlng Àl.d.ebna-type faellltles
1n Mar:¡rltlus or elseïrhere 1a this pa?t of the wor].i!..

3, My A¡s¡tsan colleague haa ncnÍ J-es¡ned. (ae a :resuJ.t of
lnnocent enqulnies abø¡t uslng the Ànerlca¿ geod.etlc facflity
team on Þlego Garcla to examlne the posslblJ.lty of enploylng
there 28O inhabltants of tbat isl"anô wbo wou].d otherrlse have. been th:rorn out on to the labour nalpket 1a Maurltlus ôr ttre

n.tvâ¡rrr, Seyctrelles) that hiq people baved¿vb¡ced.plans for constru.ctlng'\ a d.efence facillty (as weJ-l aô the tenpo:rany geod.etlc facillty)
on Dlego Gar.cla irhlch have been the subJect oryer sone nontlrs of
a d.ialogue wlth lonclon. We cone l]lto this as tù¡e result of an
g+uallf lnnocent ¡reference nad.e (Porte:rts lette:¡ pJ IO/IO ot

-Æ 
AqguÊt, 1968) abo-ut the actlon to be taken over the repatnla-

,3 ' **i';í"s"flilr 
".u,and wlth the beneflt otr the H.nilslght offer.ed by ¡¡y .Aoer.lca¡'

.co3.leaguers confld.ences I have no aloubt tTrat tñey are olr,
..horeve¡l vaguely, to uhateve" ie golng on 1n DLego êarcia.

J*- E'^.

ñfu*-
(À. woo].ler)

SECREIT

@

E.G. No:rrle, Esq.¡ C.M.G.r
A.U.S.S.,' Connonwealtlr Offlce,

Ðornlng St.,
s.Ilv.1.
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ù Ur. Corr,o¡¿l:-T .6Ð
I sho¿1ê be grateful if you woulô ousty'eye'

over the drrÌft töilegran I have pl"aoed ¡elo/in
repþ to the telegram r¡e lpve received' fro¡o

Mau¡itius at (ro). \e latter ís perhe'¡s

unneoessariJy astringent as no d.elays have occrmed.

i¡ thÊe Depi'rtroeut.

2. ìríy cìraÍt telegra,n j-s based. on the viets
supplj.ed. bJ' the BICE sectÍon i:r Paoifio a¡d. fnilia¡ d
Ooean Departmerrt.

J. One of tì:e d.ifficulties whj-ch hae orj.sen is that
the IJa-uitj.a.ns ha.ve based. 'uhc,ir claim on a st,iEaient

rnacle by the then Þenier Lî L965 ¡¡hen he said.

th¿t ttre 3ri-tish çovôr'nnent had wd.erta.]'-en to neet

the frill- cost of the resettleaent of lúewitlans
at present liring in tha Chagos ilrchipelago.

PIþÐ say they caunot trace arSr such a¿reentent i:r
v¡ritten í.'orn, ùid i:h¡.¿t in â4y casê the question of

neeting resettle¡nent costs woul-d. on.l-y arise i:t anê

vhen it became necesgery to move any llauritials bece'use

of lroposed. Írilitrry d.evelopnents on Diogo Çæcia.

11 Septembe¡, L968
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