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Mr Counsell /(':Uﬂ)

o= I attach a rather tart letter from Mr
2

Wooller with a copy of my réﬂéy. Will you

please arrange for the note which I have

promlsed him to be prepared and sent to him,

/" (E.G. Norris),

/ 9 September 1968
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BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION,
' PORT LOUIS.
\-0/32) 22 August, 1968.

Deav Ene

It has, I think, now become necessary for me to know what
is going on in the matter of defence facilities in BIOT in
general and Diego Garcia in particular.

2. You willl remember that I mentioned to the Secretaries of
State the possibillity that Dr. Ram might ralse with them the
question of establishing in Mauritius facilities which had been
plenned for Aldebra. %Both the American Chargé d'Affaires eand
an interested British-cum-South African contractor had previously
made informal soundings with Dr. Ram on this subject.) At the
time of the Ministers' vislt I was, of course, told very smartly
that there was no question of providing Aldebra-type facilities
in Mauritips or elsewhere in this part of the world.

3 My American colleague has now learned (as a result of
innocent enquiries sbout using the American geodetic facility
team on Diego Garcie to examine the possibility of employing
there 280 inhsbiteants of that island who would otherwlse have
been thrown out on to the labour market in Mauritius or the
aslutne 4 Seychelles) that his people have sdvaneced plans for constructi
a defence facility (as well es the temporary geodetic facility
on Diego Garcila which have been the subject over some months of
a dialogue with London. We come into this as the result of an
egually innocent reference made (Porter's letter PJ 10/10 of
/8 August, 1968) &‘aout the sction to be teken over the repatria-

s tion of ebout 150 "islanders" now destitute ip Meuritius.

! Mauritius Ministers had been murmuring vaguely about the ease,
end with the benefit of the hindsight offered by my American
colleague's confidences I have no doubt that they are on,
however vaguely, to whatever is going on in Diego Garcla.

yMva
Pvid,..

(A. wooller)
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I should be rateful if you would oust /eya-
ovar the draft tREsgram I have placed 'balan/i:ﬂ
reply to the telegram we have received from
Mauritius at (30). The 1atter is perbeps
unnecessarily astringent as no delays have occurred

in th&s Dep: riment.

2. My draft telegrem is based on the views
supplied by the BIOT section in Pacific .and Indien mmd
at ("7 } Ocean Deportment.

3 One of the difficulties which has arisen is that
the Mauritians have based their claim on 2 staBment
made by the then Premier in 1965 when he said

thet the British Government had undertaken to meet
the full cost of the resetilement of Mauritians

et present living in the Chagos Archipelago,

PIYD sey they cennot trace any such agreement in
written fcrm, and that in any case the question of
meeting resettlement costs would only arise if and
when it became necessary to move any Mauritismns because

of proposed militsry developments on Diego Garcia.

PRI

P. B. Porter
11 September, 1968
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repeated for information to..

: % Srig o
< % Repeat to:— : i
= } Your Telegram No, 347.
. § ~ Resettlement of Mauritiang formerly resident

s, : in BIOF.
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i A Saving o7 e i Two distingt issues are involved have;

3- : Ah) ths possibility of eny futurs ressttlement of

g‘ ' laurifﬁ.anu resident in Diago Garcia beoause of

th Amsricen preposels to develop am 'susters

’§ E cations facility'on Diego Garcia; and
7 ) (B) the representations made by ths Mauritius

§_’ ¥indstry of Soeisl Ssourity referred te in

5 Pawgon-Moray's letter 32/5 of 27 July.
Distribution;— z. on (&) letters from Nerris and Counsell
i i £5¥Tmw in reply to your letter 10/32 of 22 August
== £ollow in next bag:

© BAD
' 3. As regards (B) the present Mauritian

Coples to:— ;

representation catmot possidly stem from any
question of the removal of Wauritian repidents
consequent upon proposals for the military

. development of Diego Garcis, On the contrary
? this appesrs t0 be a matter solsly between

|\ employer and smployse in w'i:iuh we would not

} r o _ B (rapeat not) be mvolvad. /
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Commonwealth 0ff1ce,
CONPIDENTIAL _
- Downing Strees,
BJ 10/10 Iondon, S.;'.1.

I em writing in confimnation ¢f Erie Nerrists lettar of
9" September ard to edd my apologles for the fact that you,
like the other posts comcerned, were mot informed sarlier
about the proposal te develop an "smsters facility" om Diego
Garelaz. I fact you will see from the copy of the lettsr to
the American Enhn;g, which accompanies Defence
Department lstter 2/8 of 12 September, eephed to Humphrey
Arthington-Davey (which had been prepared befors your letter
to Eric was received) that H.M.G.'s sssent was given on
J Septemder and se your imericen colleague was indeed way out
in front with his talk of "advanced plans”. In faet you will
gee that the proposal is gtill hypotheticsl as no money has
yot been allocated for it.

(E. H., E. COUNIELL)

Original at: ﬂﬁt\fn‘l;—S hc. ' Bast Afriea Department
This Copy for:

Information only/Aetiomen
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H. B, Mr. A. Wooller, G.B.E.,
British High Gommissioner,

PORY LOUIS.
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