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Paper No. 1: GeneraÌ Backgmund

General

The Îe¡rltory waa created u¡ile¡ 0rder in Cou¡.cil i-n November,
1965 by sepalating the isla¡cte of.Àldabra, Desroches and Farquhar
from Seychelles a:rd tbe Chagos Àrchlpelago fro¡ Mau¡itius. ft is
l¿teaded that the Territory wiIL renafu availab]-e for joint
.U'.(./t.S. defence use, and gn Erchange of Notes in Decenbe¡ 1966

between the Sritlgh antl taited Statas Gover¡ments was published in
Àpri1, 196? (Cbnd 52]1) settlng out the ag¡eement between the two
Gove¡c¡nents over *uhe ava11ab11f.ty of the lerritory for defence
purposes. îhe perlod of agreement ls 50 years. Ä Joint $¡rvey
of Àltlabra was nadle at the end of 1966 a¿d of DÍego Garcia (CAagos)

in nid-1"96?. Proposala to establish a joint t.9../1 .5. etagìng -1
facility on À1dlab¡a we¡e aba¡donetl ih l{çvember, 196? as a resuft 

lof U.K. defence cutg. (
2. fhe r (at present about 800 :þg91

other i-slands) conslste al-most ent irèly of labourels
and thel¡ fan11le a on cop¡a iong at lesroches, Fanquh¿¡,
anil on Ðlego Garcla, Peros Sanb.os antl Saloson in Chagos (see gorking
Paperffo. 5 for iletalJ- sbout the peoBle of Chagos). The Iand, wlth
the e:eeption of lilelson Island, ha9 been pûrchased by the Crown
and the pleatatlons oE Farquhar antl 1n the Chagos -[rchipelago are
at preseat :r¡n by SeychelÌes managenent agerts fo¡ Corni,ssioner
3.1.0.f. Desroches is leased to and maaegeC directly by the foroer

3. the Chagoe Archlpêlago portlo¡ of 3.I.0.f. 1s a'scatteled
area of enaIl atoZt.e a¡d islande þfug 1rO2O mil-es east of
Seyche1l.ea, rr2O {ffes south of Ga¡ and 1-r20O nl1ee ¡o¡ùh east of
Uaurltlue. lhe archlpelago covere an area of 22'OOO square Dl1es
and the dlsialace fron the northera tfp {Peros Sanhos) to the
southe$i (llego Ga¡cla) fs about 12O ¡nlleg (gee ¡rap)

H )t-
h. to
baeeg by ä.S. forees, anil 1n Åpr11, 196f the t.S.

-1-
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owneÌ. of the ieland , Iine _yezlttory is ad¡riniete¡ed by a Coomlssloner
(who is also Gover&or of-'Seychelles) ahd an Adminlsirator.
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State Departnent propoeed that the strateglc use of certain soal1

Sritish-owned iela¿ds 1n the I¡rdia¿ Ocea¡r should be discussed'

Ê.16.G. agreed, a¡tl l¡ Àuguet' 196f exþrees ed lnterest in
olt Garcia.

we¡e held ln 1¡
can be srs¡narieeal as

(1) there should be aa early jolnt aurvey of certain islands

irr the lndia¡ Oceaa to considler defence suitabiüty a:ed

' necessarîr adlmlnisitratLbn and resettlenent arrangene¡rts;

(11) û.S; to pay for construction and ¡nalntenance of facilitles'
a1l-owil:€ II.K. jol:rt use. Flret requlrer¡ent to be

( 111) land a¡it securlty of teaule by ðetaching

lglanttsandtp}acf.ng.bhe¡¡rr¡derdlrectU.K.ailninlstrati-on'
a¡tl be reepoaelble for paynent of courpeasation to

üaurltlus anil Seycbellee Governnente and to 1a¡d owllers

and tllaPlacetl lrhabitants;'
(1v) consultatlo¡ betueea two Gover¡¡re¡te 1f Tl'K' wished to

const¡:uct facl1lties.

These proposals ,eere accep-leð in prinôiple by liliniste:rs in

4pr11,1964.

Dieco Garcla;
'----It.K. to Brovlile

6. I¡ Jaauary' 1965 the Û'S' Gover¡¡nent

th€ uae of the lsla¡äg.a¡d co¡f1¡rêð that

5. Âgreeûent *lth Goverr¡ae¿ts ol Mauritlue aaô Seycbelles to

the propoeed il¡l:vey fo'I1owed and the fllr"ey of Cþagos Arehipelago '
Desroohes ancl Sarq¡rhs¡ took place li July/Augrret' 1964'

\

subnitted
Diego Garc

proposals for
1a wag ra *

@
post¡ aail that there
fã6ãìsl-t¡a coni¡s
appltcable to cither lgla¡de of tbo Chagoo Àrchlpelago eo long aa

ìt.S. activlty ras conflneð to Dlego GarpÍa' Ia ABr11r 1965

ill.nls el:e aocepted tbe geaeral 11nes of the Û;S' propoeatre anfl

decl,å.sil to gEek a¡ ioerloa¡ cont-¡l-b¿tfon to the cost of iletachlnS -',

thelglan4e_*Fo11ow1agtalkEl¡lbndlo¡thelJ.S.GoverrnentasreedI
^. o uã-ot5-f,-5;ã*.to oo¡t¡lbute by offeet on.other progralrnes half 

I

iL-"" .#o! t10u' of detachlng tha lelardg 
ttio" J

?. ñogotlatloaa wlth the Govencue¡te of Seyohellee antl lûeür

folLoreit durl¡s rhlch agreeoest rss ¡eacbeil on condltlo:: 
-1"d

conpensatlo¡ tãr aetaobient' lbe a€r€êDsatg reachett tlth ¡laurátius

.: -z- /æe

wlth uae

waa no leaaon to r€locate the populatioa Prior
lato ueê to neet a tequfrement' This waa
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å¡e dealt wlth in Paper No. 2. Iir the cage of Seychelì-es'
cornpensat_lon took the fon¡n of tlre ¡;rovision of an airfiel-d by
H.M.G. Tr¡ Novenber, 1965 both Gove¡n¡cetrts agreed to detachn¡ent

and the new terri.tory was esiablished by tb.e British Indian Ccea¡l
Terrijiolry Order i.n Counci]. 1965. T?¡Ís estab1isTÉö the nelr lerritory
consisti4g of tåe Châgos Archipelago, A1dabra, Farquhar and

Ðes?oches and. Brovid.ed. fc¡ its adninistratión by a Conrrlssione
and an À<inini¡trato¡..

8. At the same tlme U.K.Æ.S. 'talks bet$een officlals in Londôn

lreacl¡ed f1nâl agreement on the text of tsxôhange of Letter6 on

8.1.O.T. defence ar¡angenentÊ. The U.S. side agreed tha*" Ì/hlIe the
origlnal lnten'ulon was to use t¡¡e isla¡rds for defence needs free of
kùrabitantsr'situatlons mlgbt arlse when it '¿'as feasible to nâ]:e

use of the lslands wlttrout elther Bartial or total reÍ.ováI of t:]e

Lrùrabltants. lbe folloc.lng U.K.r/it.S. Âgreernents were signed in
December, l966'.-
(â) u.K.,/U.S. kcbange of Notes concernlng the Avallability for

Defence Purpoeee of the Brltish Indlan ocean Tel'ritory.
(c¡¡na 323],

Notes cbvering ôf
teg Satellite Tracking FacllitY

(cwñ 5232).

Alilabra
9. After t'Ìre abandonment'of t'he A.ldabra project lt v,¡as agtreed

(ln June, 1968) to allow a Resee¡rch Statlon to be established on

Àldabra on behalf of the Royal. soclety. The ls1and. ls to be classed

as a nature reserye. Tbe Research station w111 be financed by the
Royal soclety and ls expecteð to be bu11t tn L969' A sna11 party
1s already etatloneò on tbe 1sland'

Faroìr¡Ìan
10. IÉ January, 1968 Ll¡e Anerlda¡rs erpressed interest ln an

alternatlve to t¡}e Türliey/IrÊ"n ¡rouie for accesè to the fnê1an Ocean

an¿ ¿he South EaEt Asla årea and for thls purpose :r staging afnfie /
in the A1ôsÞra/!'arqùÌrat ârea for. use ln cormex.lon vrlth Ascension

--bylong-ranget:!'an8Bortalrcraftoftbefutu:rewa.çthouÊÈ¡t¿ôteof
value. In March; 1968 the Atnerlcans we¡e told by.IT.M.G. tliat there
w€re ûo obJectlonB to a sj¡tlr¡ey,j:i F"roultar and arrangements vere

ne¿e fo¡ thls +-o take place ln *pje9=¿-f968-.- Followlng
älfflcu1tlea over the uæ of Mon¡-aea ar¡d Port Louls for basfng the

exBedS-tlon, the Ancrle-Êtlß dqcl-deq to csncel' this survc;. In
January, 1969 ho.ræver tåey lrd.lcatedl they nlgbt !ø1sh to reactivate
1t tÅl.B yca! a¡¡¿ tl¡a queetlon-of nor¡n!1ng the susvey ls belng

- 
lä*rt /consldered'
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Dler¡o Gareia.

11. In JuIy, 1968 the U.S. eovernment informed us that the
Departfûent of Ðefence proposeai to p'oceec v¿ith the devetopnent of
ân austere.naval facilíty on Di.ego Garcla in accordanee
wlth the 1966 Exchange of Notes. This has now been eg¡eed by the
new ll.s. Admtnlstratlon subject to cong?essional approvar- and. the
cost of the project h.as nowbeen rnclud.ed as a icrassified. liner in
the ¡s3sngs Bud.get neogest presented to Congress at the end. of
Janua¡y, 1969. Confidentlal heerings 1n Executlve SessÍon a:re
er.pected to be held j.n l-ate Âprl1 or ea¡ly Hay. Jf the finance is
approved constt'uction work coulg conmence earfy in 1970. It. would
cost âbout $26n. plus É1n. for co¡unnications equfpnent, would
take J6 rnonths tc become operati.onal and 4B nonthg tE gomplete.
s'hea congresaional rpp*ourt 1s glven there wi.lr- be diseuseio¡s f:ldetail- with the åmerlcans to êstablj,sh ti_lrilg and geaeral alraltge_
eents in connection with the eetabllsbnent of the faciì-ity.
12. The û a for on Di-ego Garcia
to be Íhey have sald that wh11e they 1ïould Þrefer all

-

tbe Chagos islánds to be cleatreè they tr¡j.l]" not raise ar¡J¡ objec-uion
to neLocatl,on of peopLe fron Dlego Garcta in peros Banhos ând
salonon provided thdt those atolr-s ::e¡nain available for Ìrse at arSr
tlme. The probl-en of the people ls dealt 'r¡ith in detall ln ttorki_ng
Papers J, 4 ana 5.

X

P.T¡O.D.
tr[a¡ch, 1969
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