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l,tay¡itius eover+nenq
1965 negotiations with t.ire Cove:..(then or course a dèpendent terrítory) 

":ïï: 
;:riÏ::;ï, ,""

_.:1""i" 
were co¡¡plieated., and extend.ed c.note is not inrendeå ,. "."." ;;"ffi;î:r:î;";"ï"rl"u."lniirnthe undertakings of direct rele,.¡ance in 1parii.cular trro ee reiatins to reset tre¡nen;:""ï:::l':""::.ï_ìJ, *

islancs to iueuririus :.f tney "";;t;;;";":end the rberier-itr of
chasos Archipelago. 

roinerals o' oil- 
"'""ï:"::tr:"::ï:"î:;:"t"'

1
L

2. After dÍscussions
fina].]-y put forward 1n
6 October, a96, to tlle
attached the ag?eed.'rec
c, 23 .septembe¡, 1965.
Parag?aph 22 of lþs: ¡sq
as constituting H.l,/î.G. ?

Despatch and an exi¡.act
is attached at ¿¡nex A.

lh: 
B¡-itish Gove¡nmentrs proposals wereColonlal Office Despetch ÌIo. 42f "" 

---
eovernor of lrìauri-tius to u*ic¡ ,íasord of a neetÍ¡g yrith Mãurltius MinistersThe diccussion was summarised. inord and ihis can be r
s derinit,ive n,.no"..'l]" ;t:L;":""ï:"r""
of paragràphs 22 e:lld 23 of the record.

3- On 5 Noveab.", 
1::?.the-Governor repo¡ted (Mau¡i-,ius.tele¡¡rarrrtio. 247) that the Mauritius Counci.l of Uìnisters agreed todetacjrment of the Ch,

by H.¡r.G. on the ,rrru."u"" 
Archipelago on the tonditions enumerated.

,,(r ) "tui.,;;; ;ï::;:ï;".îi:,,:"å*',-
taken carerur. nore or points: ("rr)'ï:ïTrri;T-ï"11".
H.M.G. Ìrave 1n fact ag¡eed to thei.(e) ¿s lesa¡ds (vj.i) u::aeir*;;";;;is1ati1,e 

Asse&blyexciudes
(e) sale or transfel, by E.¡f.G. to thi:,d Þarty or(¡) .r.y paynent^or financiaf 

-o¡riU"arorl 
by Ì,,tauritius as ,cond.ition of reiurn.

(¡) ¡n (viii) ,gn or near, meâr1¡i wj.thin
¡,'âuri.tius wour-d. be abre to.ãerrrr. o' ^".., '¡,ith'rr '¡àich

enefit but for change
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sovereignty. I stìouId be g?ateful if you vioulc

confirm this unde3standing is agreed..!'

.--.+. In part reply to thls telegrarn tÌ:e Governor w¿s inforr'ed
as folfows:-

trAs alread.y stated in paragraph 6 of my despatch No'

423' t]ne Chagos .Archipelago vti1l remain under British
sovereignty. .The isl-ands are rèqui!'ed for defer:ce

facifities and there is no intention of perrnitti:rg prospecti'ng

for mj.nerals or oils on or near then. The points set oui 1n

yourparagraph 1 should not therefore a:'ise bu', I shall
nevertheless give tb.en further consideration in viev; cf
your request.t' 

:

(c.o. tetegran No. 298 daterl I lvovember)

5. On 12 Novenber the Governor asked !o v;hat extent ¡''lauritius
Ministers could ¿lake reference in public ""o tÏ¡e points in
pa¡agrâph 22 of t':ne encfosure to Despatch Ìro. 423. He added
t'In this connection I trust furtÌìer consiCera-uion prorn'lsed "'
... will enable categorical assurances to be given."

6. The text of the Coloniaf office reply (c.C. telegran 31J

of 19 Novenber, 1965) was as follows:-
"IJ.K.,/U.S. defence interests.
There is no.obiection t,o tríinisters réferri:rg to points

contained in paragraph 22 of epilosure to-secret despatch

No. 423 of 6th October so long as qualifications contained in
paragraphs 5 and 6 of the d.espatch are borne in nind'

' 2. It nay well be some time before vre can give fi'na1

ans$/ers regarding points (iv), (v) and (vi) of paeagrapìa 22

and. as you krlow t¡e cannot be et â11 hopeîril for coneessions

over sugar inports âl:'d. it rvould therefore seen un"'i-se for
anJrthing to be said 1oca11y u¡hlch would raise expectatiorrs

on this point.
3. As regards point (vii) the assura¡ce carr be glven'
provj-ded j-'u is nade cleas that a deeision abor:t the rreeC to

, retain the islands must rest entirely lYith ihe Uni'ted Kingdon

Government and that:it woufd not (r:epeat not) be open to the

Governneni of Mauritius to raise ihe natterr or pr€ss for the

return of the islends on its oì,vn initiative.
¿r. As stated in paragraph 2 of ny telegrårn Ìlo. 298 there is
no lntentlon of perroittlng prospectlng fÔr mineral s and oil-s'
The question of anJ¡ benefits arising therefrorn shouLc riot
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therefore areise unless and until the islande çère rro 1ongerrequired fo¡ defence pu¡pose.s ând. were ¡etu¡ned to-iau¡.itius.,,
¡-,_. 

rl will be seen that r¡rhfl-e the coLonial office reply lt¡as nôt a'.,.- -", sinple acceptâ¡ce of the Mauritlan rr:nderstanding, it Aid. not'"" differ on a¡$¡ Boint of 
"*;;;; ;d agreed to publi.earion by

. i{auritius Mfnisters of the points listed. in paragraph 22 ot t:ne¡ecoral. The ¡.eply d.id however (i) fuy elTlpb.asis on B¡itlshsove::èignty over the ls1ands, (i.i) neke it clear that a decisionon thei.r retention must be fo¡ Britain "r"rr_,-..u*ilari ""rr.""r,that there was no intentlon ., n."_rrarng prospecting fo¡ ni.nera]-sa¡rd o11 and that the question of.benefits therefronr shor:'d nottherefor€ a¡rise unless the island",,".;-";- ;:::-:'-::.:.':
derence noono"." an. q¡ere retu.med ,it;:"::rïff.* ".n"..ec ror
7. The reply âppea¡B to have been acct:pted by Mauri,tlanMinisters as futiy satlsfying the conditions they had put for*rard.fn Decenbe¡ the eoverno¡ clea¡ed. rvith the Cofonfa:_ O""i". a d¡aftânss/e? to a question put down 1n the Mâr:ritiu, 

""ur";;;i" *ruat the suggestLon of the Colonial Offiee a reference itì the i'reftto possible nj-nel

i'': : 
* t *iüiriå*.::i;:;' ;":'ï;: îil: i." :: ääï ? i,,,

Pùblished Statements
8. The eain iI.K. statenent was nad.e by the Secreta¡y of Statefor the Colonies ln thè House oÍ Conn,
rhi s Êtâ tenent was J"";;;;r;' rÏiJ;"1ï,iri:;:i: i; i".addltlon whlch was cleared with us by the Governor befo¡e Íssue.The full text of the Maurltius statenerìt is ât A¡¡lex B. Mopeinfornation was dlscr'osed 1n the Mâuritius r,egj slâti.ve Assemblyin answer to a guestlon on 21_ Decenber. The fu-L1 text of theO,uesí;ion and. A¡swer, 1s glven i.n A¡¡nex C.
9. fle t¡ave not t¡?aced a,'¡r further stâte¡rent by the ì:aur.iiiusGovelirutrent, whlch add.s to the ones âtljached e¡d is of, ¡elevânce intJre present context; but ¡vi-thout er*raustiÌ/e resea¡.cÌ¡ we cannotbe cer:taln that other. points covereci by the original âg?eenentsheve not been raad.e publ1e.
Sumnar.v

10. The public.steteqent nade ln Mau?itlus by the l{auri-uj.usGoi¡ernnent 1n answe¡ to a euestlon fn the Legislature on 21Decembe¡, 196i can be taken âs a definitlve etatement of thelr

/posltlon
SECRET
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posltion on the three pof.nts of paitlcuÌar lnteresf, at preseat.
The rel-eva¡t pêrts of the statement are as folLoi.Js:-
(") Resett]-e,mqnt

[The Bfitlsh Goverr$ûent has u¡ldertakerr to neet the fu11
cost of tlre resettlenent of llauritia¡s at present l-iving in
tlìe Chagos Ârch.ipe1ago. rt

(b) ReversÍon of Iglgrrds
t'If the B¡itlsh Government decides -rJ:at the Chagos

Archipelago 1s no longer required.for defence purposest
the islends will ¡e returned tp Hauritius."

(.) oi1 an¿l Minerals
t'The Honor:.ra1¡le l{es¡berrs quedtion is, again..r a. h)æotheticat

one and. I should make clear thal, there has never'been any

intllcation of minerals.ln the Chagos Archipelago, which is a

strj¡g of coral ato11s. '-Phe Britlsh Governrnerrt Ìras no

intention of a]-torving prospectirui for nlnerals while the
island.s are belng used forìdefence p.urpose.s. !'o¡ the
positlon thêre¿fter, f woul-d refer 'uhe Honourable Menber to
tlre fi:lst sentence of the reply to Question (e)." ¿lEnis is
quoted at (b) aboql

It should however be noted that lt was agreed at the tine tbat.
}far:ritj.us Ministers could nake publ1c âr5¡ of the points listed Ín
paragraph 22 of i-]ne record of the neeting on 2l SepteÍiber, L965.

' r¿r/e Ïrde not traced publlcation by tlien: of conditiorr (viii) of
that paragraph - I'that the benefit'9f tty roinerals or o11

dlscovereal 1n or near the Chagos Archlpelago shouLd revert to the
Mauritlus Governmerìttt - but there 1s no reascn v¡hy they shoul<i not
pubU.sh this at any tlne.

- Pacific and Indj.an Ocean Dept,
4+gea 1959

$
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SECRET

û869



TCoRef; L P{zt.'c
use of it may be subjeci 10 copyright restidions. Further infomation

conditions of supply of Public Re6rds' leaflet

Please note æpy is spplied Rærd Offiæ's tems
¡s givm in the enclosed

and that your
Tems and

]\

SECRET

,AI{NEX A

CoLo4lâ1 Of,.flce Despâtch to Goverrlor of Malxeijllus

No. l+23. datecl 6 october. '1965

I have the bonour to refer'to the discussions rvhÍch I
he1d in London recently wlt}. a g?o-up of Maurit'ius l"finlsters led
by öe Pre¡nler on tbe subject of ii.K;,/U.S. Defence Facilities
l¡r. tbe Inò1an Ocean. f enclose a copi¡ of the record
prepa:red h.ere of t¡Ie flna]. neetin.g on this matter with
Maurltius Minj.sters - thlÊ reco¡d has a1r'eady been agreed 1¡Ì

Lonclon wlth 51¡ S. Ramgoolan, and by hj-n with Iír. Mobaned, as

being an accu:late reco¡ô of whet was decÍded
2. I should be grateful for your early conflrrnatlon that the

Mauritius Goverlrment is wi1-ltng to agree tbat Britain strould now

take the necessâry J-egal steps to dêtach the Chagos Archipelago
fro!0 l[aulltlus on the condltionq enumeraied 1n (i) - (vili) l.rl

paragrapb 22 of t'b.e encJ-osed. reiord.
3. Pol-nts (f) ana (1i) of paragraph 22 will be taken into
aecor¡¡t ii the prepa¡gtion of a first drâft of the Ðefence

Àgreenent wh:Lch.is to be' negotlated betì¡reen the Brltish and

Mau¡itlus Govetrrnents before indetr)endence. the preparatj-on of
tt¡is draft w111 now be put in harrd.

4. Às regards polnt (111) r r am âriranging for separate

consultations tQ take place wlth the À(au¡ltlus Governnent with a

vie¡r to working out eg¡eed pnojects io r¡hich the €J ¡rillion
compensation w111 be devoteil. Yorú Ministe¡s w111 ¡ecall- that
the possibllity of ].arld settlement schene! was touched on 1n

;ï ii:äÏäl'n.*.' (iv), (v)i and (vi) the British eover.nent

ïrlLl na_ke approprlate representatlons to the Ànericân Goverrrment

as Boon as possib;Le. You rvl-lI be kept fuL1y inforaed of the
prog?ess of these representations.
6. the Cbagos Archipelago w11] lremaln unde? Brltlsh sovePelgnty,
anè ller MaJestyt 6 Government have taken carefu]- note of polnts
(v11) and (vui).

I have th.e horrour to be t
etc. tr

SECREl¡
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( contÌiued.)

Parag¡aphs 22 end 2"
22.. Sul0nlng up the d.iscu

Navlgational a¡d Metr
FlshlngRlghts; 

eo¡ologj-c¿ìl râclljties;

IIse of' Ai¡r Strlp for
rerue' r[ ;;; ;;"::iil:i.'iï;"ïj,::;
of passengers.

Bissoo4doyal âIld. Mr.

whether. he cou].d info¡n¡
Mohamed

his
ssion, the SECR¡1¡,-Apy O¡ì

eol1epgrL:e
rÀ€¡e Þrepared

s that D¡. RamgooLar,, ¡Jr
lo ¿Eree io tj.e

S?Á-1S ¿s¡s6

d.etaclunent of the Chagos Archipelago on,the unders-Larid.ing that hewould ¡econr¡end to h1s colleagues the fo1(i) negotiatlons for a defence agr.eernent between Britainâ¡d Maurl¿1us
(rf¡ in the event of independenie an unders.r-â¡ diãg be tvreenthe two giove.r¡Ììents thet they 'Jlould. colì.s.lrlt togethe¡

(:r:.¡

in the event of a
a¡isi¡g in Mauritius;

difficuL t internal securJ.ty situâti.on

MauritiUS

total1ing up to g.tn. slÌould be paid. to the
to ]-andolyne¡s and the

co!ûpensation
cost of ?eset1;Ì ing othersaffected in tlre Chagos fslands;(i.v) the Brltlsh Governeent would use their good officest¡¡ith the United States Government in supFort ofli{au¡itiusr request fo:r concêssio¡isi ol:er sugar inportsând. the supply of(") thar the BritlÊh Gove¡nment nould d.o thei¡

wÌ¡eat and. other cormodities
best toPersuade the Amer3 tcân Gove.rnaent to use l-abcur a¡.dnaterial s frÕa Lfaurltius for constr.uctiotr rfork inthe isl_a¡ds

(vi) the British
the û.S. Goverrrment to

GoyeI?lnent

ensure that the

vrould. use their good offÍces tr¡itå
foliotúingfacl].lties in the Chagos .¡rtrchJ.?e1ago wou-Ld ¡emaÍnavailable to the Àfaurj.tluS Gove¡nme¡t as faÌ asp¡actlcable:

(a)
(b)
(c)

SECRET
/ (vti)
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(vii) .that 1f tÌ¡e need fo¡, the facilities on the islands I
disappea:red the isl-ands shouLd be returned. io I
MaurÍtius; \(vlii) tbat the benefit of any minerals or oi1 discovêned in
or rtear the et¡ag6s:A¡:chl¡relago shouLd revert to the
!fieuritius Gove rn¡nent.

23. SIR S. RAM.,OOLAM said. thet thÍs was acceptabte to hiro end
Mess¡s. Bissoondoyal and Moha¡ned in principl_è br?t he expressed
the wish to discuss lt with l¡is othe¡. ¡ninisteriâ]- colJ_eagues.

SECRET
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Enba¡.qoed. for rele¿se until 2000 ho¡rs lôcaf tirre
' lled¡esdav 10th I'Iove¡¡be_r. 1q6q

' Defence fæiLities in tåe Iadiu Ocean

Ia reply to a P;¿rl-iæLntar¡r Questiori the Secreta:Xr otr State naèe the
followÍng state¡¡ent in the ifouse of Comons on Ïfedrresð.ay Noverber 10th:-

n',Îith the agreement of the Governnents crf &lauitius ¿nd the Seychelles

.. nes anmgements for the ad.mi¡istration of certai¡ isfæd.s v¡ere intro-
d.uced. þ an Order in Cæncil nade on the 8th l{æerÈer. the isl-æd.s are

thé Cha6os Archipelago, sone 1,200 mlles northæasi cf liauri-tius, and.

.lr'ld.abra, F æd. Ðesroclres i¡ the westem Inði-m 0cem. îheir
pog¿ati-o¡xs a¡€ apprcDclmately 1r00O, 100, f72 anð- 712

was fornerly adniaistered. by the Oovercnt cf
I'{auritius a.nð the other three j.slæds by tr'at of the Sqrche)-1es. The

isLands rill öe ca]-led. the Biitish I¡ôia¡ ocean'territory and wjll be

ad-ciniste¡eê þ a Conrrissioner. It is i¡tenèed. that the isla¡ds wi]l- be

¿a¡il¿þfs for the construction of d.efence fecilities by the Bntísh and

lI.S. Govenrments, but no firm plans have yet been mde by ej-ther
' Ëovemnent. Corçeasation v¡i1l- be paid. as appropriate.n

The cost otr compensatilg the Company whicb explolts the ¡Iantati-ons æd.

the cost of resettling elsewher€ those inhabitæts there sùo can no lon6er

rena:.r¡/wj.ìt be the responsibiì.ity of the Briti-sh Goverent. In adèition,
the British qoveîarÞnt has t¡¡dertaken ía recogaition of the deiacbnent of
the Cha6os Àrcìúpe1a6o from Uaritius, to provi-d.e add.itiona-l- grants anountilg
to €Jn. for expel.d.itu¡e qr developnent prcjects i¡ l,{ærj-tius to be agreeê

betxeen the British anð. the Mauritius Gove¡nnents. Tb.ese grarts wi,lf- be over
æA aloçe the af-locatioa earffirked for Mauritius i¡¡ the nexb period cf
C. D. e 1¡1. assistar¡ce.

lhe popuJ-atioa of the Gha6os Archipalago consists, spart from civjl-
serva¡ts ând estate nsnêgers, of a labqu¡ force,"together with their d.ependanis'

which is dxam f¡on ldauritj[s aaô Seychelles a¡tl enployed on t}te co¡rra

plantati-ons. The total ¡umber cf Mæritians in the Cha¿os Àrchipel.ago is 6J8

of whom 176 æ aduft ren erployed. on the plantations.

Chief Secretar:ir s office
Port trouis,

10th i{ôvenber, 1965.

-t
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Excisign of tÞ C,haÈos 4¡ohlpelaeo, fron ¡¡anritius

- (N". s/zSS) u¡. C.G. Duval (Cuepi-Pe) asked. the Fenier â¡d. Mi¡i.ster of
FiD¿rxce 3

Vhether, in exchÊnge for the agreenent of thig GoverD[eat to the excisioB
of the Chagos irchipelago fron Uauritius, the foÌlowing obligations have d.efj-nitely
been undertaken by the Scitisb Goyernments-

(") the British Goverment niLL en*:re the d.efence of Næritius agai.nst
exter¡a1 agg:ession and British troops roulè iûterrene in case of a
rcoup d.retatt agai.ns! the l-egal Goverr¡¡netlt of M¿uritius, if so req:.ested.

by the ÊovernE'eût;

(b) ¿]l fi5h;n6 facilities arould Die6o'tril-L be safeguarded.;

(") êÅ1 th€ æteorologicaL d.atå collecteè i¡ Di.e6o c¿rciâ wilL be at the

ex!¡eD'se of Great Sritêi.]]' and- nade avaiLable to Muritius ffeee of char6e;

(d) a¡¡ aerod¡one wjJ.l bè coNtructed. i¿ Diego Êæcie, w}:ich cou.ld. be nade

use of bJ¡ trÈa¡es coning to and. goi:rg fbo¡ lde¡rritius, ia case Pla5.sance

Aæodrone is out of use, for one rea,son or another;

(") itr cêse Arerica ê!d. E¡s]ând do not for any ieaeon n;rke use of the

Chagos ¡rchipelago, the ¡¡chipelago ri].l be reùr¡ned- to Mauritius rith
flch inst¿lIations aa can be reôe use of by this couritry!

(f) all tbê l{auritians nor }iriag in Ðiego ril1 be resettled. i¡ ¡lauritius.
the eosts of repataiâtim will- be net flron the British Exshequer and

a1l- costs of rehousi¡g theu ni]1 be net by the Sritish, and that rork
¡roul-d. be fomd for theß by the British Gov*ment;

(g) that Êreat 3ritèin will buy ¿]1 bLiLtling rÉteria]-s requiJed. an¿ usa

Mauritia¡ labou for the constluction of the base;

(l) i¿aritians t¡eined. at H.H.S. i¡lar:¡iti-us rj-IL be enpLoyed at the

telecomñpnicåti.ons centre ja Diego Gâreiai

(il that if mines of baulcite and. uraniu[. were to be fowld' in t]re. C]egos

Arcbipelago, Mauritius would. b€ the o¡J.y countrJ¡ ertitled. to exploit
tben; aad.

/\J)
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(i) that i¡ exclìange for the agreerent for the exeision of tire Cha8os.A.rchipe1a6o, Great Britain rcilÌ graut Rs. I ni-l-Lion for the ¡ìâüitiuslJniversity and. one million one hundred anrl fifty rupees amually forten yeers.

If so, whether ia vi
of state fo¡ the . "."*"""1"11"i:äïï::i_:ff:::'.i::,:î"iT..ï: ;îsitting, Goverment FifL
arui the rda**ian *""""",flltijn ;ï :ï::i::ence 

berween the Brltish Goverrment

If noi, wheiher he will state which of the itens have not _oeen definitelyagreed to by the British Gove¡¿nent?

i,Ír. lorget (on behalf of the prenier and. .iu.iniste¡ of trinance):
(1) (d) I wouLd refer t he Hon. l,lember to the penultinate fÊreg€ph of thecl0sing speech. by the secretary of state for the col0aies at the en¿of the iriaritius Constitutional Confe¡en

or wrrich ,"" ",r,"n.",;;; il"i]u;:lj::l: 
t*tenber, rhe Reporè

No. 6 of 1965. 
auritj-us as sessional Pager

(bj

(")

(è)

(.)

I an not c.Lear what the ¡ion. l,Ìenber neans by the woxd. ¡,safe8uarded,,.
So far as I aÐ avare the on-J-y fishi-ng th¿t now iekes pLace i¡ theteryitorial mters of Diego Çarcia is casual fish¿ng by those enployedthere and' as the Hon- iíenber is êmre, they rir.r- be resettled elsewhere.
the question of responsibifity fæ the collection of retecrol-oåicaLriata i-n Diego Garcia has not been disq¡ssed * U.r"ar, but the 3ritishGove¡n¡.ent is ê¿ive to the great.j.nþcrtance of sueh Cata to üauitiusand no ¿ifYiculty ì_s foreseen. It my be oÍì i-nterest to the Hon. júenberto know that neabers of the y/or1d. ìietêorologica.]- 0¡6anj-satj.on a¡e

"required' to supply each other rith _weather. data and that ihe Directorof the Ì,{eteo¡oì-o6ica1 Serrices has never Éeard of a chax6e being æde-
¡,¡o decision has yet bsen t¿ìken to constnct anl¡ fåcili-ties on DiegoGæcia. Any âi¡field. yrhich night be const¡uctld on Ðiego Êæci-â wouldbe intênded for pu¡e1y d.efence purposes but if an ai¡craft were obligedto have ¡ecouse to it in such an gnergency as is ind.icateé i:r the--'-*questj-on, I have no d.àuì¡t that pernissi-on would be tranted.
ïf the Sritish Gover¡ment decides that the Chagos trchipelago is no10n6er regui.red for d.efence purposes, the isr-ands wi._r-l be ¡et*aed to¡,iêùj-tius- The question what ¡bu1d. bappen in sch ci_?cumsiances toany instalLations in the
bypothetical one, and ".-::î".'ï:î'il*'l;J'.ïi::.å interestedGovernJnents in the 1i¡;ht.of' practi.cal reguirenents ¿nd consid.erations
at the tine,

/(f)
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is g¡vs in the enclosed Terms and
læflet

æpy
uæ of it my be subjecl

Pþãse note that tems and and that your

rî\

(f) The Sritish Goverûúent has und'èrtaken to neet the f\11 cost of tbe

resettleneat of MauritiÊrìs at present living in the cba6os Ârchi-pelago.

(g) Ths exbent to nhich j.t nould. be practic¿ble to use ì{auritieÊ }abour

and. nateriaJ.3 is a natter for further consid'erâtion when the ?espective

requiJeeents and" responsibili-tias fo¡ construetion of thê British

and. Anerican Goverments hâve beên d'efined. But the d'esi-re of tbe

üauritius êover¡ment that Ì,fauri-tj-an labou¡ ånô bull&ing Ûateriaf-s shoula

be used. to the roari¡n:n erbent has been brought to the Dotice of tbe

British çscer¡ment.

(å) I refer the Hotoì¡Ìable ìlenbe¡ to the fi-:nst sentence of ny re91y to

questio¡ (d) above.

(;) The Eonourable lÄeúerts guestion j-s' agai¡' a hlæothetical one and I

sbould. nake cLear thât there has nevæ been any i':cùicatioa of -inerals

i.r the Ch.rgos ArchiPelago' wltich is a striag of coral atol]s' 1Ëe

Sritish Goveryment has no intention of a11ov'Í-n6 grospecting for ei¡erals

while the isfanô.s are being used for d"efence ÞurPoses' For the position

thereafter; I Boul-d.Îefe! the Honoufabfe Menber to the first sentence of

of the reply to Question (e).

(j) Ì{o Sir. I woulÈ. refer the Honoureble Meuber to the ststenent on tbe

Chagos Archipelago alreaêy issue¿ by the çovement and- to Rhst By

col3-eague the Uinister of 3èucati-oo and- Cu]turaL i'ffaj-rs sâid' i-n the

Ilouse on Tuesday the 7th ÐeceBber l-965 i-n relation to fi¡ancial aid' f:eon

çreat Sritaj¡ ftr tbe Uiliversity of MalEitius.

The aid. for the U¡iversiqr ðoes not forn part of the åJr000t000 of

aèèitional âi-d. refetrêd. to i¡ the fomer statement and', like the

d-et¿cheat of the ChaSos irchipelago, is ari itLustration of the sutual-

associatio¡ betwean Mauritius and Sritêin to wblch tbe ÊovelÌnent

attaches importance.
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