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SECRET

2ND DRAFT

3ÏOT WORKING P¡^PERS

Thie paper cleal.s *1th th'e evacuatlon antl resettlenent where
necessary of the people at present worklng 1n the Chagos Archipelago
together wlth their fa¡'¡l11eg:-

Mauriti.ansSevchellole I lois
168
138

128

Peroe Banhos

Sal-os¡oa

Diego Garcla

65

22

2to

1'l

2t
22

511 454 56

In this total there are 282 nen, 'l?1 women and 554 children. As

notêd 1n earller papers there a¡e also approxlrrately 570 Ilols et
present ln ilaul.ltlus thought to be awalting re-enploJrment in Chagos,
and lt must be assuned that any public staternent regartling
reeettlenent would leatl Êo¡ne o.r e.11 of these people to appl.y to be

treated on the same baels as the Ilols at present ln the Chagos.
2. 0u¡ lnformation about possfble ways of resettllng thê people
wlth a cl-alÌ to resettLenent 1e very lfultedl , and it is only
posslble ln thle pâper to deal qlth the eubJect 1n general terms.
3. lhe rnaln object of evacustlon and resettlenent would be to
soLve o¡ce snd fo¡ all the latent polltica1 problen of the continulng
present of the llo1s tn Chagoe' a problen which cairnot be resol-ved

by relocation of these people 1n Peroe Banhos and Saloncn on the
ì-lnes discusseal 1n Paper lÍo.4.
,¡.. În conslderlng evacuatio¡ of the whole of the Àrchipelago
it should be noted that a dlfferent tlne scale could be applled to
Diego Garcla on the oae hanal ânal Peros Sanhos and Salo¡ron on the
other. .[ccordlng to avallab1e Àr¡erican estj¡atee of the constructloa
tLme-table 1t will be necessa¡y tc evacuate the people f¡oe Diego
GarcLa (other than any tenporarily kept there ia enplo¡nn.ent on

constmction) 1n early 19?0. there seens to be no strong reeson
why evacuatlon of Peroe 3a¡hos and Salonon should not be defened
to a later date¡ anil lt nlgbt be pesslbì-e to r¡ake use of these
lsì-ands for a t1¡e to acconÍìodate sone of the people frolr Dlego
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Garcir' (although this .olght.uel1 requlre the provi¡rion of
atlditional housing).
5. the background to the prob1ern of evaeuâtio¡ of the Chagos
Archlpelago 11es r.n the aitverìse enployuent situation in Mauritius
and seychelles, and the absence of othe¡ hopeful destinations
for the people
P osslble Ðestin€tio¡t8
6. Mauritfus anal .Aealeea

lhe lslanal of Mau¡itius lteelf suffers fron 2}y'" unernploynent
and the lligh Corrurlseioner, port louis, reports that the Governne¡rt
of Mauritlue a¡e unlikely to wel_cone the return of some 250 fanilles
except on generoua conpensatÍo¡ te:ms. Thls eould be expected toinclude elenents for houslng, rellef work paynents and fanl).y
alLowanceg. they nlght argue that Lt would be nearì.y inposeible
to fintl sultable errpLoynent for then, slnee there is no coþra
lndustry ln the ls1and lnto whlch they could be absorbed, that areeettlenent of thls slze wour-d lncrease the pressure on exleting
educatioual antr health facll1tlee that the rlols and thelr
dependents would be a loag te:ør llab11ity and that additio¡al
facll-ltles ehould be ff.nanced by ue 1n the areae nhere they arereeettleal. the Mau¡ltla¡as may also be expected to raise agalnthe queetlon of the resettleûent of the flols at present ln
Mau¡ltius.
7. Â nore satiefactory solution nlght be to negottate resettlement
of Maurttlaa cr-tlzene fron chagoe in the only coconut produclng
1e1and w1th1n Maurltian terrltory, viz. Agalega. this had
orlglnally been ou¡ intention when 8.r.0.r. was eetabllshed 1n1965' we cannot ssae's the chances of suecess ln thls, which
would lnvolve conpllcated negotlatlone; but the possibillties
ebouLal certalnly be exploreil. lhe (lfr,lted) fu¡ther lnfornation
we have about Âgalega ls eet out L¡ the Annex.
8. Seychellee

Judglag frou the flgu¡es whlch we have in loncton the unenploynent
altuatj-oa ln SeycheJ.lee le even ¡coree than that ln Mau¡ltlue. An
unenploynent rate ae hlgh ae 2'¡l$ :oae been reported. Ae 1n the
case of ltÍaurltluà¡ however, these figures need interpretatio¡ inthe llght of 1oca1 condllttone before rteductlo¡g are based on the¡¡.
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9. The¡e a¡e hopes in Seychelles of econo¡¡tc deveLopnent

i,|:Ï:;::rïîoln" co¿etr¡¡ctioo ot io" aew airport 
"oåìn" Gove¡no¡

in the eo 10 nv,'!':ïï'_::':i:iff.'::, ï;:ï:;i;*J'::":":î¡ ;;the retu¡n of the Seychellois ¡o*ìrfy worklag in 8.f.0.f. Bul,
|;Ï:ri::"_"t:":.."r' 

that ¡eeett."r".. of rlo1e o¡ Maurltla¡s ln
po11tlca1ly. 

bory would be unacceptable' both 
"oooorrorrry .rraOther Degtlnatlo¡s

10. ?he eonbæ e¡¡ploJ¡nent eltuatio¡ i¡ both Mauritiug and theSeychelles ralses the queetloo of oii,people who can clar¡ lesettlement. 
er posslble destlnations for

the purchas" or 
"-oî"1""::::.i:: 

has bee¡ eussested that
the Ma'drve", 

"n"*;;n;: il:ï:iriglantt or i"r',o"1 po""t.i"-i,
in the rlaldives 

";;-";; "::::::::: . 1t first sighr, proepects

r,:**;;;"_i!:i:ïîï::":":::"i-,ï:,rl;;;i::lr,t...n
a bour â660,ooo,"iIlïïi;;;"";ï:":;:,iï;"î"i,ïïJ,"" p"ia

11 . se.vcherlorg -------::Ê
There are ¡o

rhe reru¡n of the ;ï:i:i#:ï'ii:".:;;:iij:":: i;:.1îil".,thelr curyent cont¡acte. llhey arê a nlgr¿!6¡y labou¡ fo¡ce anilwe have not envleagef enecial 
"r"rrru"r"ors for ,regêttlidgn 

the¡n(although, lf resettle¡nent becorae"-ï-no.rr" lssue they may wellclafin guch treatment). Sone 
", in"ricn the co^str¡crloo or rn"-u"r;;";ï"iïi;ii tïTl;îî:::::::;

;;"ii:"ïäï:: 
-" othe¡s r¿ 

"eepe"i of the unexplred perloir of
ðeåring wrth rhese i:ti:.îï]d.not 

er¡rect untlue ãtttto*ü" ,o
12. Mauritians

Ihe 56 üaurlti
conaltment 

"" ".r.nli":: ff::ä;;î:*"""t a ¡ese*le¡nent
of all rraurltians, fncludrlng nore, ".; ::i íï":ïJïert1e¡nent
i;:tffato1ì-owing 

thelr evacu"tron rror chasos (see paper $o.2).
rt ls the rrore who present the nain n¡oh.ran /^^^ ¡--,rhey have t¡aaitronalr_y 

"o"r"a ""u-irî"i"r:i;i:",::; :::":rTïrr.no skllls other than those of 
"o"ooo, pfantati.on worke¡s. The
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novement of thls clase therefore woulthen r¡o¡¡ thelr traditÍonar ,.or"" ,ouo""îi* ïj,.":r.:"ff;::-;üalso provtrìlng then with a """ iru*i,¡esettled rn an area where a 
".n"" ,;;;::;"ïïï":t*^:ï::,

:ÏlÏ:;.tte 
naln 1eland or rvruorrtir"'ou" oo eetabllshed cop¡a

14. !¡on the polltfcaì_ pofnt o.f view it seens clear that.
ïi::i;iïijî T:ïll:;",:e;;i:";1"ï"" provii,e'," uest (perhaps
to be the econonic orae note6 above. 

en' the difficulty is likely
ln ¡esettling rhe r1ols in ruaurrtiue 

"ïï"iï:t:::":::rï;:rll;"I;;approaeh to the Maurltlan Govern¡rent.
antt soclar p"orr"'J-.r.iiî:::::":,' rn vlew of the s¡ave econorric

: ::: l:j:jj:i :1ïË ;: :: ;îi::L:,:î i:::_ :; j lff a;" ïjj". r,..i ".
î;:1ï,ä ri. 

:i:Jff ":";:"i:;;"J"_ ;:.;:_:i ïï:Ji,iiïí"l","
15. Fron the British vlewpofnt, eonsi¿l¡easonable eertlenenr ln an atnosno""" ;;iï ;::r;ï:r:;J:::i""ailve¡ee publicity anit lts fnte¡naifonaf

rece€aa¡y to deal wlth the problem ," ;.;::"::ï;l:ïrÏ ;Ht.;:Iì[aurlti¡¡s Government. ft wou].rl oboio""Ly be preferable to avolclthe preeentation of a dranatic or eudderthe chagos.e,rchtpelagor and it woulit ber 
exodus fron the whole of

noted ea¡11"", uy dear_ins with Dleso r;":ï"::"ti".lr.irll]";r,å"ro"rest of the Chagos later at 
"orr"uJ" i""contlnued o"" or pe¡os Banhos an¿r sa1om"':"Jîii.ii lliïåiii;

;:J:*'ï:ï":T;::i* rur.r agreen",; ; belne soughi,rin-rn"

t;t*r:Ji;;;år::j::"*:: 
",;:ï::, :i::i tliï ; 

",iît;.;: ; .u, s 1 d e
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AGAI,EGÄ

AI{NEX

Very 1ltt1e recent lnfo:mation ls ava11ab1e here about Agalega.It was conslde¡ed for lnclusion in B.f.O.f. but eventuaiiy
excluded when the terrltory was created in 1965. Ihe followiag lstaken from the report of the Colonial 0fflce Member (&fr. Robert
Newton) of the Jotnt -â'8g10-I].s. su¡vey tearn who visited the lelandr 1nAueust 1964.

'rAgalega conelets of two lslands, No¡th and Sorrthr Jolnedby a sandlbank about 1| niles Long which ean be c¡osse¿l onfoot at low tirie. Norüh fsland is ? mlì_es 1ong and between
one and four mll_es wlde. South lsland 1s 4 nlles long anilthree n1les wide at 1ts broaatest part. lhe two islands
contaln about 41000 acres planted with coconut. The¡e areplans to lncrease the coconut plantaticns by at least
1'O00 acree on lrro¡th rslana. Âgalega ls about J60 ntles
fron Mahe and 5BO n11eg f¡om Maurltius. The population is
about 90Ø segrchellols. tr

2. Coconut growing operatlons on Agalega a¡e cr)ntrolled byM¡' Moultnie' who ìro$, personally manages the coconut operations rnchagos on behalf of H.M.G- and lsthe rnaJorlty shareholare¡ in thepreaent Àgalega Conpany.
3. It was kaown 1n early 1!6g that,Mr. Moulinie had pì.ane to
erpantì operatlone in ågalega anil indeed the ^[galega Company hádt
statedl that they could take al_1 the llols who coul_dl be naile
ava1lab1e. I¡l June 196g, the Co¡¡nleelone¡ of B.I.O.l. proposed¡
among other schems for the evacuation of rlôfs fron chagos, a schemefo¡ reeettLlng thera on Agalega¡ but e:çreesed doubts as to whethe¡
Agalega couldl absorb all the [o1s froil chagoe. rn the same nonth,the.â,dni¡lstrato! of 8.I.0.t. lea¡nt fron ¡¡r. Moulinie that he wasrconcernetl with the polltical d.tuatlo¡ ln Maurftlue and ryas lr"tofrfrrg
clevelopneats.there b+fore beglnnlng any expansion on Agalega.rl
4' rt is probabre that the naJorrty ôf workers on Agalega a¡e now,
as they were in 1964r Seychellole labourers unds¡ s6¡1¡aet who can.
be regardedl as eesentralÌy nigratory. rt nay be posslble thereforeto persuattó the agalega company to replace these labourerg wlth
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"tl"ii"rìrlî: îl:"";n"rr. 
conrracts e4plre 

_ana 
sc sive tha evacuaticn

for another rathe¡ 
¡a¡acter of a change of on9 coniract of efiployment

i. clearly ".."n,*lli.irï';:;r:"::ï';:"r:":liln."n," .",_(a) the Agalega Conpar¡y

!OJ the Ìraurtti.4 Coverneent
(c) the flols and Seycliêllols ther¡selves.1o achieve success a4 imaginar*,r" ."u n"";;;;;'"*r"rsfve scherne mightthereforè have to be devrJed r;;r;"; ràu.nt.e"" to ar-r concerned.ilhe Agalega Conpan¡r .night have t, ¡" 

"iì""cted by an lnfuelon ofBrltfsh Govèrnment capltal rn therr Äg"r."*" 
"n"""*i"r.,..iüMau¡itien Governnent coulal b€ att¡"otlà ¡y the þroepect ofttevet-o¡¡menr of one or their ;"i;;;;-;;"H.u.c.,s expense and theremoval of the prevloue potentlal threat oftheretu¡n of the floisto increase the harsh *",rproyr"ot n""i"rrr"" rn l[auritus. îherlols could be artracted by ri" ,*;;;;; ;ñ;";^i""]i* 

"".guaranteedl employment (whtch we nay ¿eea t<.¡ underw¡lte).
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