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- lhis paper deals with the. evacuation-and resettlement whe.e
necessary of the people at present working in the chagos Àrchipeiago
together with their fanilles:-

.Seyehellcis i Ìois
168
138
128

Ì.aur:1- i. ens
Peros Sanhos
Salonon
Diego Gareia

ll

23

22

56

65

¿¿

230

317 43,+

In this total there are 282 ¡nen, 1?1 wgroen ànd f54 children. As
noted in earlie¡ papers thete are also approxi-urately J?0 Ilo1s at
present Ín üaui'itius tb.ought to be awaiting re-enployrnent in chagos,
and 1t must be assuøed thai any publÍc statenent regartìing
resettleÍ¡ent would l-ead so¡ne or alÌ of these people to apply to be .

t¡eated on the sane basis as the Il-ois at present in the Chagos.
2. Our lnformatíon about possibì-e ways of resettling thè people
with a c1ai.u: to resettlenent is very U¡rlted, antì J.t is only
possibìe in this paper to deal witli the subject 1n general. teflis.
3. the nain object of evacuation and.resettlenent vrculd be to
solve once and for al-l the la.ient political problen of tlìe con.,;nuing
present of the Ilois in Chagos, a probLen which can¡ot be resolved
by relocatio¡ of these people in Peros Banhos and Salo¡ncn on the
iines alíscussed in ?aper No.4.
l+. In consiclering evacuation of the whol-e of the Archipelago
it sbould l,e noted that a different tin¡e scale courd be apprlec to
Diego Garcia on tbe one hand and Pe¡os Banhos and Salo¡ron on the
other. Âccordlng to avei].able Àms¡iq¿r esti¡ates of the constructioÈ
tj¡re-table it will þe necessary tc evacuate the people fron Diego
Garcia (other than any terçorarily kept there in. ernpì.oyment on
constmctio¡) in early 19?O. Ihere seens to be no strong reaso.E
why evacuation of Peros 3anhos and Salomol should not be deferred
to a later date; and it nlght be posslbì_e to nake use of these
Íslands for a tj-¡ne to acco¡¡¡odate soÐe of the pecple frorr Diego
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Garcia {although this night v¡el1. req¡¡lre the provìsion of
additionaÌ housing)
,. the background to the probleu of evacuation of the Chagos '1

Ârchipelago li.es i¡ the adve¡de enploynent situation in Mauritius 
1

and Seychelles, anal the äbsence of other hopeful destinatio:l" 
I

for the people .l
Possible Destinations
6. Mauritius and AgaleEa

Íhe laland of Mauritius itself sqjfers ?ron ZOy'" urrenp oynent

and. thé High connissioner, Port Louis, reports that. tì're Gove¡n¡¡e¡rt

of liaurltjus are unlikeLy to wel-come the return of so¡ne 250 faniiies
except oh generous conpensatíon te:v¡s- this could be ex3ected to
include elenents for housing' reiief work

aalorvances. argue that it would be nearly i-nposs ible
tã-find--.u1table. earploynent. for the&' since there is no coÞ¡a

industry l¡ the lsÌancl intq whlch ihey could be absorbei, that a

resettlexnent of thls size would increase the pressure on exieti.ng

educational and health facllitiee that the flois and their
tlependen-ts would be a loag tern ffabilfty antt that additj-o¡al
facilities should be financed by us in the areas where thèy are

resettléd. fhe Mauritians may also be expected to raise again

the question of the reeettlenent of the flois at preeent in
¡[auritlus.
7. À nore satiefactory eolution night be to negoti.ate resettle$eht
of Mau¡it1.an citizene fron Chagoe 1n the onl-y coconut producing

lslantl wlthln Maurltian terrltory' vlz. Àga-lega. Îþig h.g

been our lntêntio! when 8.I.O.1. was establlèhed ia
965. We cannot assess es of succegs ln tbis' which

.rbãllfnuolue conplicated aegotiations; but the poestbilities
ebould certai¡ly be explored. The (ri¡rtea) furthe? infor¡¡atio¡
we have about Àgalega is set out j-¡ the Ânnex'

8. Se.ychelles
JudgJ¡g f¡om the which we bãve ln london the unenrployreent

tion fn 11ee is worE e tiug. Àn

unenploy.aent ¡ate ag

caee of, h.oweveÌ1 need. iaterpretation in
the 1lght of locat condltions before deductions are based oa then'
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9. îLrere are hopes ln Seycheiì-es of eecnonic development
:'esuÌting fron the conatn:ctio! of the new air?ort and ihé Gove:,nor _

has reported that, aotwithstandi.ag the serious unenploynent ;;br"r-
in the c^1oaJ¡ it poul-d be posslble for the Si.ychelles to acce¡t
the-return of the Seyehe)-lofs forlnerly worklng in 8.1.0.T. Bu,u

in
and

OtAãirfes'.-t:.nêt ions
10. the: somb¡e eoploynent situation in both Maurj.t j.us and the
seychelles râises the queÊtion of other possible destinations for
people who can clal¡ resettìernent. ft has been suggesterj thai
the purchâse .of a copra producing island or islands, possibly in
the Ma1<tlves, should be coneidered. .Ãt fi¡st sight, prospects
in the }ialdives are not encouraging but it uray be desj.rable to
explore any such posslbilitÍes in greater deteli, although it can
be assr:.aed that they would prove expens lve (ilr. çes ¡aid

of the Isl-ands. )
Ciai¡s of Se¡arate ELenents in thq populetion,
11 . Se:vche11o13.

There are Þc specj.al. naticnaì-j-ty cr pclÍtica1 problens in
the return of the seycherlois nigratcr-v l-abcur force tc seyclreltes
cn the expily of their curent contrects. fn view, howgvs¡,
of the undertaking by fl.M.G. conveyed to the Gover¡ment cf
Seychelles to meet the ccst of resettl-ing any Èisplaced l_abcur,
Ít is conceivable ihai if ¡esettlement beccoes a oublic issue
the SeycÌre1lois nay welJ. claím s.oecial r"t"rr¿;"*"ni. i""
tresettlingl them as agaÍnst severa¡.ce pay i.n respeet of any
unexpiretl period of tbeir contracts.

12. Mauritlans
. the 56 Maurltians do appea¡ to represent a resettlement

conmlt¡¡ent as E.M.G. bava undertåken ïo pay for the resettleneni
of aì.J- ltûauritians, lncluding Iloler. who may be returned to
Maurliiug foilorping thei¡ evacuation f¡o¡ Chagcs (see paper No.Z).
13. flois

ft is the Ïlois who present the main problern (eee paper $o.l).
have traditíonaì.ly worked and lived in can claim

coconut plantati-on workers. the
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$over?ìe.iì of this class therefore woulrì lnvoive not onry rprooting
them fror¡ thei¡ traditionar-.ho¡nes ana seiffit
a 1so .orovirl with a new 1lvel1hood, unless can be

an area where a c s. Ås noted
naj.n ls1and of MauritjÌrs b.ae no establJ.shed copra

induetry.
14. F¡on the political point o.tÌ view it seem-o cÌear tlLat
resettiement ín territory wouiri lrrovirìe the best ( perhaps
the this -oroblera. lhe <ìÍfficulty is ì-ikeiy

be the

>*'

c

consialeratiofil
ilo"itìo"-ãu¿

one noted above. ths problerns and cost involved
in resettling the rl-ois in Maurltius cânnot be assessetì wi.thout an
approacÌr to the Mauritian Government. In view of the grave eccnotnic
anil social problerns cf the cou.ntr¡r tÌrey
negotiate fo¡thebest possible terrns of

and the need for us to avo
elsewhere tably at the

the sltu¡¡tioa.
15. Fron the British vi-ew-ooint, considering tìre need tc ¡each a
reasonable settlenent in an atmosphere whlch wo¡ritl not generate
aclverge publlcity and its lnte¡nati_onaì_ repercusslons it wouÌtl be
neces€rary to deal wlth the problern in c1ose co-operation wÍth the
Mau:'itius Government., Jt worrì_ri obviorrely be irreferable io avoid
tìre presentatlon of a dramatic or sudden exodus f¡om the wkrole of
the Chagos Àrchlpelago, and i't woulC be possible to dc this, as
noteC earlier, by deallng with.Diego Garcia early in I9?0, and ihe
rest cf the Chagos later at whatever ternpo was judged desirable.
Continued use of ?e¡os. Banhos and Saionon in this way could give
ue valuable tj¡ne whiie fu1l ag::eement ls being sought with the
Mauritian Government. llris course night Ìroweveq. invcive
prob]-ens of presentaticn of the decisions taken, whiclr fall cr¡tsi¿le
the sco¡re of this paper.

Paciflc & Indlan Ocean Departoent
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6t Oi1 and Minera]

Erploration. fo¡ OiL in Cbagos

and -

Tro recent ap?lications and ån enguiry fron a fj-¡n
of ex;:l-ore for oj-_l- in the
ve8oE ÆcrupeIago ¡l¿ve 1ed. us to êxEniÌe the urder-raking given to the;u¿s1¡i*"
{;ove¡nnent on the subject of ¡ìi¡erals and oi-l-s when the Chagos isianðs were
d.eteched. floe Mau¡itius. fhe result of ilris re_et€¡!.inat.on is set out in
Paper i{o. 2.

2. In b.ief it was agre€d at the tine (thou6b not so far as we can traóe
published.) that tbe benefit of anl¡ ]!ine¡al,s. or oii discovereè in or neer the
Chagos Árchipelago sho-uld reveri to the ïdeuritius Govel3]nent. In pubiic tbe
¡fauritiu Gweûee¡.t said. in effêct that:-

(i) there has never been az\y i¡d.ícati.on of ¡ainerals in the Cha6os
Arehipelago, rd:ich is a string of cora]- ato]-Is;

(ii) the Sritish Gover'¡¡nent has no i¡tention of allorrì:rg proslecti-ag
for nilaeraLs tfihi-l-e the is].a¡d-s æe being used for ¿efence ¡u?oses-
The position the¡eãfter rcuJ-d be covered by the agreement that if

. the British Government d-esid_es tha-! iàe ClÉ.Eos ri¡chipe]ago is no
longer required. for d.efence trEposes the island.s will be returned.
to Mar:¡itius.

3. In]qglgbêr, i968 a subsid.iar¡r of the SigneJ Conpanies Inc. askea fæ
peru'ssion to eqùore the ch¿gos .or"r,iperffiã!] Tbe basis of
their approâch nas that the natu¡e of the Cliegos. upU-ft is still- very nucb.in
doubt. ihe relevsnt Þerb of t

. 'rÎhe¡e are tbtee possibl-e explanations as to wþ ibis laxge
shaìIow area exists, n€¡eLy,

1. rt is eroèed gra''Lte int:usion similar to the sÍtuation that exlsts
the Seychelles

2. It is voLcaaic i¡ orig:in, having been forned. ày plateau type -oasaìts

. silEi].a' to certain âreas in I¡¿ia.

3. It is an.a¡cÈ of sed.i:o.entar¡r rocks.

Possibility No. J is the. one thåt att?ácts us.I

è. rhe lette¡ n¡¿èe it c1ê¿rr -Lh¿t the coroinn¡¡ rould. require an ur:derstandSng
that êftex êrytorêtion th€!¡ rour-d. hêvo the right to negotiate a concession for
h¡¡årocêrbons in the .Archipelago Ðd sr:Found.ing naters fto ê d.epth of say

/2oo tathons,.
-1-
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200 fathonsr'. A si¡i-1æ âpÐroach was received- ffron åtiantic ar,d. Oceenic
'R."".rt""" ltd. in Ðecenbe¡- îhe Co@issionex És inst¡ucted- to repJ-y i¡ both

,-g1ses 
that the eppl-icâtion hå¿ been given fu].l- consiôerati-on ttbut T regret that

!-..-_,,i-s not possible to grs¡t you Þer[ission to conoxct any su'vey or exÐ]-oration
on the Chagos ba¡ks.'r In Januarl¡ Âtla¡tic and. Oceanic .Resowces askeô the
comissioner to elaborêtê on the reason Rby pe¡nission was d.enied; ao instructi-ons
have yet been sent to the comnissioner on the'rine to be taken in reply to this
second. approach- The thj¡d enquùiy ras reeeived. j_n ¡ebruæy L969 f3on

tants S,Â., Petroièul ar¿ Consultants, Geneva who are ectine
for a¡ The omissioner has to th:is latest

5. the U.S. &bassy in T,ondon were i-nforned. in general te¡ns of our i-ntentioû
to reject applications fox nineraL enlor¿ti-on. fn a letter dated. , February
(to tír. Sykes fron i,tr- Opli-nger) the tuibassy co¡mented as follows:-

'ITe soncur çith your iejection of applicatì.ons fron privâte fitns
for nirÌeral exptorâtion of Dj-e8o earcie- Î¡e roul-d have no objection
to such e4ploration in other i-slands of the archipelago on the cleæ
lmðerstanâing that all such activity wou].ð be hal_ted jjìned.iatety if a

fi:tEe U.S.^J.K. d.eeision were n¿d.e to use the isj-and.s iB questi-on for
d.efence glrposes under the 1!66 agreenent. In tbj-s connection, we wo¿d.
appreciate any i¡fornati-oa on the süment status of the question of
exploration and e:cploitaüi.on of mineral ri-ghts. Has thæe been aay
receni clæìfication óf thj-s questioa, erìd are there any outstanðirg
d.ifferences between you¡ Gov-errent anè the Goverment of i,f.awitius
regæding nineral rights?"

Pen¿i¡g re-examination of the posi_tion rve have not replied. to the qùestions
raised. i¡r ihis ieiter-

Possibilit¡ of Dj-scqve4;r of 0i1: Tecbnical ana gomrercia.L ¡-sÐecis

6- large scale d.iscoveries of oi.L seem ul-ikeJq i¡r this a¡ea, but rithout
de-"ai1ed- slÈ'veys it i-s impossibLê to nrLe ori .ttr" possibility. ff oil i-s founè
in the Inèis¡. ocean it wouLd. constitute a new and..stable soutce better place¿
in ¡elation to markets i¡ Íl-estem Eüope and. JapÐ the the persien Gul-f, If
explolt¿tion ms to be left to u.s. contrÉni-es, howevèr, rnùiån ocean oiL field.s
uight eonstitute a threat to the Hketing of oil prc.luced by Briti.sh 

"Çni""in the Mid.dl-e East, tln:.s affêcting the U.K.ts foreign exchange eænings. As yet
there is no ca.se for encroag"ing Briti-sh conpanies to do nore thu keep a

brief on the situation or for al-Iowj-n6 the relxote lrospeets of findi:rg oi1 i-n iìÉs
area to afYect othe¡ consideratioos.
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Sone &eneral Coo"ið"".*o""
7. lf so¡ne ¿nerican viaw ras accepted, it could allow expJ-oratlon over a very
n.id.e arêa (subject to definition) and ni6ht settla once and. for all the
questi,on whether oil- is to be found i¡ chagos. But the åEerican requìrereat
that I'aLl- such activity wouLd. be hal-ted. imeòiateb/' if the islands concemed.
were needed for defence purposes woul-d. make it inpossibl-e to includ.e i.n àn
ex¡iloration perûi.t any absoLute right to explöitation.

8, lhe question arÌses whether the d.ecisitn on evacuation of the whole
Àrchi¡e1a6o or relocatiæ of tbe people fyo¡o Diego Gæcia in peros Ban¡os
and' sa.l-o'on should. be taken into account be?æe reaching a d.ecision abciut
extrùoration f,or oi-1. It c¿¡ be argued that evacuatioll- rould. strergthen our
iænd i-¡ rdsisting p¡ess*e to allow exploration; if we a]loz¡ed tlæ lslanås to
contj-:¡ue to be used for copra thj-s wouLd trrovide at leâst a d.ebating point
for the peo¡ù-e wiro were pressiag us to al-Low erploration io¡ oiJ.. But there
doeg not sêêE to be as ruch wei6ht in this poi-nt as in those arising fro' the
interest of the Mar¡ritius Goverrment.

Interest of ¡úauritius çæerìlrent
9. - fhe }{êìrritius eover¡Eent âre awarê of the interest being iak?n by oil_
cmpä.nies jl3 the Ind.ian Ocean, rhich i-nclud.es a interest i_ntheiJ od:1

terrS.tory and Íaters arouò St. Brand.oll.ànd the Cægâåos Cæqjos ShoeJ-- *ie
do not know wb.ether then¡ have yet been inforned of the interest of the u.s.
oiJ- companies Ín Cbagos. T{hen they becone awe¡e of t}ris and know about
lìmerican plans for Ðiego Gæcj-a, we nust be pre!tred_ for thm to press us to
al1ow exploration, perhaps on the basis su6gesteo. by the U.S. Inbassy,
i-e- for the rhole of the chatos exciuding Die6o Gæcia. ¡-gai-nst tbe backg?oud-
of the grave econollli-c and. trui¡an ¡roblens ',rixi-ch afflict Maüit¿us, it woulc. be
possible to ¡erresent the u.K- Govern:¡.ent as. depriving tbe peopre of iviauritius
of.ê possibl-e clrance of help in their difflicuj-ties. It i-s also posslble
that if we seek the co-oDeration of the ¡dåuritius Government over resettlement
ôf the ILois they riL]. try to bargai¡ for e4gloration to be allored in Chagos:
and this poi-nt aay carry nore wei8ht tha¿ the one tcucheð on in the plevi-ous
pa.ra6raph.

Baiance of Armenis
10. Therê a.ee a nunber,of ucertain factors i¡ tbe situation and. the bal-ance
of argrneats for æd. agaíast er¡:loratioi roay well ôbange rnttiïiin the nert few
months or years. A d.ecision no¡ç to allorq explcnation (,,.!"ittr or mithout rights
of erpl-oitation) ia any part of the Chagos -Archipelago lLight then p¡ove io
have bean prenÊ.tEe.
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ori^ ^aa. 
In view of the overj-d.j¡g.ir€lo/ü.s. defence consid.erations, for which

''...-.the Sriti.sh I¡llian ocea¡ Serritory ças set up: and. our fira notj.ficetion i¡
7965 to ih. u.rrritir.," êoverr:neot that we hêd no intention of arloï:i¡g
prospectirrg for &¿nerals, re should neintair our lolicy o:r d.enying pernission
for ex¡ùoration in Chagos (ana ary othe? 8.I.0.T. isiand.s if the question
arises thæe). ive sb;uLd- explail3 to the U.S-,Gove¡nment næ *e stan¿ ritU
the uauritius eoverîment on t'is subject ¿nd telr- thêr that we ¡egara it as
esssntial to naintain a fi:m ref\rsal to greint perni-ssion for e,.præatio' fo¡
the wbole of tho ts]fitorl¡. T{e shoul-A enèêavor¡¡ to a6ree rith the ir.g.

' Govemüent a forn of rorðs which i¡diceted. th¿t t*is refusar resu-r-ted- f¡om
tb.e need. of both tjr" ü.X. and IJ.S. Goverrmeats to reserye the island.s fo¡
an i¡d.eñiite period. for èefe¡ce pur?oses.
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