
ms

@

Rer¿ fco st l+ot ùç tl 6 7

fr@h

Pbe 6
CondlioG

b
ffiW

Dd.3æ55 e (4m) ?T'd'{.
("1'o^ btGf

?t-@

Þ_E!g

indenendently of Àraerican plaris, but the

deeision to proceed with a comuunications

facilit:¡ on Diego Garcia, whieh will

neeessitate evacuating that ato11' has

brought it to a head.

,. There is no ideal sol-utiôn. lt has

always been envisaged that the oooula.tion

shoald be resettled outside the 3.I.0.f.

as and v'¡hen islands become needed for clefence

nurÞoses. Oui: aim mùst be to ensure the

rcelfare of i;he neople concerrred, but at the

sane time u¡e must seek to li¡oit the financia]-

'¡urden falling on iI.l{.G. as well as follovi

a eotrrse ¡¡hich is defensible in the llnited

Nations and which does not store us uD

greater ti:ouble for the future. I agree

rvith tlre eonclusion reached in the oaÞer

that on bal¿nce the best plan wi]-l be to tr;r

to arranqe for bhese .eoD1e, all of whon âre

citizens of the Il.K. and Col-onies o¡ of

Ìlauritius'or: botlt, to return to the

Se¡rche1les or l,{auritiris. the oeo¡1e rvith

whom ree are concerned are wor?king in the

Cha,gos u:lder cont::act and oÍrn no oronerty

or otìier fixed asseLs there. ÏÍowever sone

oí tlie¡n have establislred roots in Chagos

ancl I should naturally harre wished to consult

at least these in advance of any decisions

abou-t their future, if this had been nossible'

Officials have exanined e1osel.v the

_4ctssg

î:

i(

z
õ
É

E
9I
¡-

=z
¡¡¡

F
¿,

ì
t¡¡
ro

o
F
C,
z

o
z

I
I

:

!

ì

!

l

.. ,. ',' |*



@

fto st /+ot ùG- tl6?
Plæg

dM
fûn tE Orúqi.E

R@ds'bdd ds9blFd d d¡d greleôle
b

t>

ffi

Dd. 3æ55 Ë (42m)

o
SECRET

possibilit_v of giving ther'ì sone ele:'aent of

choice, but Lrave advisecl that this woul-cl seen

who11¡r innracticable. ìl¡e ar:e not ab1e, at
this stage, in advance of talks with Mauritius,

to offer resettlement there as an o¡tioh;

ancl even if we couLd, these workers m.ight well

exnress a nreference to stay in Chagos. this,

as explained in the oaner at Annex A, would

have severe drawbaeks f¡on our own ooint of

view.

6. ïfe have undertaken to neet the cost of

resettlenent of alisolaceal labour, but it is
not nossible without further infor¡nàtion to

nake a reaListic estinate of .that cost.

Our expectation is that tÌ:e return hon¡eof

the Il.K. citizens of Seychelles origin will
not nrove diîficu.lt or exÐensive¡ but we

sha11 have to ¡ersua.de the Mau::itian Goverrurent

to accent the return of those who are dua]-

citizens of Mauritius and of the ll.K. a.nd

Col-onies on rêasonâ.ble terr¡rs and we sha1l

also have to endeavour to'.negotiate with the

Êlauriti"a.¡ Government reasonable rese t tler, ent

terms for these dua]- citizens and a smaller

nunber of sinole nationality !,{aurihians.

I therefore nrooose that we shoul.d enter inio
necotiations with the l*auritian Governnent io

thís end. 'ile shoul¡l not seek agreeaent at
an:!r ñrice and it na.y 1a.ter t::ans.i.-. tha.t we
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are unable to makefa.ir ancl satisfactor¡r arrange-

nents wi.th the h{auritia¡s for these neoolers

vrelfare at a reasonable cost to ourselves. ft
would then stil1 be oDen to us to fall baek on

less sati.sfactor;r solutions such as the

resettlenent of sone of the nooulation of Diego

Garbia on ?eros Banhos a.nd S¿lspsn and the

develonnent of these two ato1ls by H.M.G. _ this
latter alternative is, however, one which we

should try to avoid, since it migh.t la.tei involve
moving neonle a second tíne for defence reasons.

ït might also Þrove expensive in that continuing

tleveloçrment and budgetary aid might be required.

7. Ïf the course of action.proposed conmends

j-tself to ny colleagueg, ny Department r¡il1
suggest discussions to the ßfauritians at the

sa¡ne tiure as thev give them conficlential advance

Ìearning of the Diego Gaicia Ðroject.

f.il-c¿t -4lrc€tÊ
8. A naler by officials on r¡hether we should

a1low exploration for oi.l and rninerals in the

3.f.0,T. is at Annex B. It nay well- l¡e that, as

was thought by all oarties as recently a.s l)66,
there are no oil, gas or nine?aI resources ìn

the Chagos. Iievertheless the?e are already some

(foreign) companies who wish tå sati-sf.y then- 
,.

selves that this is in fact so; Shell hane 
!

indicated that they may in due course have an

interest in exoloration in the Chagos; and the

ÌrIaurítians, to who¡n the benefit of an¡r oi1 or

minerels cliseovered i-n or near.Chagos wilJ.

ultinately revert as a result of assurances sÍven
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' DeIþrtrrcnt of Defc!5e

Dm cr BUDGÛI'PÌ¡r (ToA), illlDci!-¡ /\Uütoßrff, Al¡D olr¡rArs

l.'.scal Yeus 1968-1970 by nnstion8l cls6slflcatlo! ed DeIÊrtnent or Ag4cy

(!,Btuone of Ðclt88)
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