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principle, subJect to certaln ccnditions set out
below.

4. I attåch as an .{nnex a ful1 account of the
bacþround to thtre proposal. Frcm this you will
see thåt the Â¡nerican desi¡,e to develop Diego @,reia
in the nanner indicated is no eecret to us. Indeed
it wae one of the reasons ïrhy the island ¡vas included
in the British Indian Ocean Ter.r.itory. Nor is their
wlsh to l¡ave us assoclated with the Broject ar¡ything
of a gurpr.ise: it was first nooted by ilfr. I{itchen,
at that tirae Deputy Ássistant Secnetary ín ttre State
Department, 1n a letter to our Enbassy jn Washington
on 10 Âugust, 1966.

5. lfe have a1r along nade it clear to the .auericans
that ,we aould not envlsage arly etçenditr:re fron
British fr:nds on the project: British strategic
needs in the Indian Oceen i¡ the 1g70s were not
fikely to be such as t,o Justify a capltal outlay of
this sort. Houever, ln l&y 196Z the Ministry of
Defence, with the agreenent of the Forelgn Offioe (at
Minlste:tial level), welconed a suggestion fron the
U.S. Navyrs Chief of Naval Operat,ions that the
Britísh association so much desired by the Ðefense

,<'
Department nighttake a forn very similar to that now
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be Ï¡ut fònvara ln the General .Assembl.y that the
interests of- the local population are being ignored
and thls ráåy t€oô1ve appreciabi.e support; but we
bave been able to reslst such årgunents by polntlng
out tbat tbe i¡rhabitants consist mostly of uigrant
workers from lÍauritius and Seychelles. We have not
yet coqrletsd å¡erangenents for resettj.enent of the
inhabftants of Diego C¿rcia or for. showing tbat
they remaln lvÞ,r¡rltlan or Seychellois, nor have we
consulted the lÞuritius Government. Resettlem€nt
will lnvolve some emaLl €{penses but it ls nst
erçected that ther"e will be any financial difficulty
in this. When the arnar:gements are compleüe, and
they nay be complicated by a recentþ co$Dlsted

-

ryg{.which fq¡nO thåt tA8 indlvidi:aIs (about @
of the total population of 3gg) are noer second
generation Ínhabltants of Diego Carcia, we would
propose, âs agr.eed et the tine of the cr.eat,ion of
the British Indian Ocean Territ,ory, to der¡y, lf
necessary, the eolçetence of the United Nations

" to concern itseif with a tenritory which has no
indigenous populatloì. ?he lsland now has no tles
witb trdaurltius, fron which it was d.etached 1n 1g65.
It was, however, previously adninistered, for reasons
of csnveaienos, as a dependenc¡¡ cf l&uritius before
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bare a flrst rate ayatem of Dotor troadg both ¡rornd and acroaa
the 1s1ånat. yhen tbat to lflsère, a bsautlful epot ia the
bigtrlanèa behlnci victorla, ls also brorgbt uB to atanda¡d lt
ought to be poselble to p:rovlde a sanltorlum alrd a gooal hoteL
whlch voultt do nuch to ad.ct to the attractlone of üahé both a8
a tourlat and h,eåltb reBort.

1.' Befo¡"e doallng rlth the popuLatlon it vould perhape
be aB well to glve a verSr brlef outllne of the htstot:Jr of }úahé.
It v111 aecoûrt to sone extent for tbelr peculXa¡rltlea.
Dlscovere't by aone of tt¡e earller portug¡ese e¡pl.¡rers tr[ahé doee
aot seem to hÂve been pe!'snentþ occupled ì,¡.til 1t ras taken
over by the Fl€neh ln the nlcrdlle of tbe ei.ghteenth centurv.
À fev Oolonlsts ror:e then sent to the 1eIand. f¡rom I-1e, cle F¡:a¡¡cer
now lfaurlt1ug. It 1s probable tbat it bad been vlslted la
earlle! centu¡rlea, for purpoeeg of ca¡:ceùilng the1r ahÍps, âncl
cgtablleblng rcache8'r.for thelr spolle by the Blrates who
har¡atecl th€ IDatlån Ocean. gto¡rles of the dlleeoverlr of sucb
ncachesrr are stl11 p¡revalent though tbe flndle¡re have, not
rnaaturalþ, beert.¡etlcent on tlte subJect, but to thle day the
ow¡ro¡l of Ste. ånne, the larger of the is].and.B f€cing Vlctorla,
has the g:reatest obJeetlon !o aqy peraon ].anding on her
pDoperty lest posslbþ be ehould be nore fo¡rtunate than she
hae been in ttlscove¡rlng the fortìxre ¡reporteai to be hldd.en
tbe¡re. 

.

8. tbe flr8t Frencb settlerg aeen to have been of the
better clåssee tboqb a nueber of ilpoor whtteetr appea, to l¡ayc
arrlvêê late¡r. In o¡rde¡ too to obtaln Labour for tbelr
plantatlone cargoea of Af¡rÍcan ela1ree vere inported by the
ea!11e!' colonLats. ?he ¡reeult ln so conparatlve\r snalL an
a¡lea ha6 been that 1àterbreed.ing hÊB been conslôerable and
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?OPT],AÎTO¡T OF THE CHAGOS ARCHTPEtrAGO

I . llhere are approxi.oately 800 i¡habitants

in the Chagps -Archipelago, JBQ of ¡rhom are

Ilols; the rest are Seychellolg (i.e.
citizeas of the iiK a¡ct Colonies) and 

.too-
Maurltlo¡, citlzens. The llols are an

enbarrassnent to us lu their preseat positioa.

lhey are dr:a1 citizens of the IIK antl Colo¡xles

a¡d of Maurltiue, bona, or those pâlrentÊ rrere

lbo::a Ín the Chagos Â"rchipelagor Inaly of then

beirxg second or thirtt generatlon. lhe name

nllof.sr 1lteral-1y mea¡s trpeo1lle of tbe

isJ-ands, i.e. of tb.e Chagos .Archipelagpf .

They be]-ong 1¿ a real- sen€te to Chagos a:rô

tbus of tbe Britlsh Indj¿.n Oceaa territory
ilespite the fact that they are, rith the

erception of oûe or tno pensionersr al'l 9n

contract to work on tb,e copra plantati.oas.:

Ilol-s
2. Pz{-or to 1965, the position was clear; tbe

Ilois were üK citlzens resj.clent in Chagos

rhlch ¡ras part of the Colony of ¡laurl.tius. lben

1a November 1965 BIOÎ (which incluttetl tbe

Chagos Archipelago) was createcl. Ia l,Iarcb

1968 Mar¡ritlus became Independent. the

combiaed effect of the ldanritius Inclependence

Constitutiou 1 968 and the Maurl-tius

Independence Act 1968 is to nake al]- those ìo¡n
in C%agos befôre it beca¡ne part ôf FIOÎ i:r 1q65

Iriauritl-us citizens; rhllst at the sa,IÂe ti.me

aot clepriving such persons of thei¡. IrK

citizenship.
n. It was not óonsid.ered ¡ossible to

' : ' 
/persons
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5. An analysis of the finânciar. 4inplications is attacheri- r+ i- - , | þLched. ft Ís not possible
at the rno¡nent to make a realistic estißate of /
_the 

cost of resettle¡¡ent but it is unlike]-y to
be. less than €75O,OOO. OffÍcia1s have agr.eedthat this noney should be found. by

6. Our expectation 1s that the return of theSeyclielLois to the Seychelles will not proved.ifficult oz. expensi.ve (fhe Con¡r¡Lssioner ofBfoT.is also eovern
shal1 have ." n","";; ï:1ï::ï::1,.:::#""_
to'accept the return of flois and. Mono_ 

¡iíauri.tians on reasonable terns. Sinilarly, vre l

nust ty to cone to ¡

',ou,inie ¿ co. ro,. ;i:::Ïr":;'ï' 
with

I

'l
\\
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Agalaga

7. fn July 1969. lifr..l¡ichael Stev¡art inforned.
Sir Seewoosagur RangooLân the l¡:aurltlan
ki¡oe fiinister, that we shall be consultÍng
hi¡¡ about resettle¡nc)nt Ìyhen the Diego Garcia
facility got under,.wav- t"rârrñj +{..^
a fo3¡ridabl" 

"4.rÞ1j-1: 
'{auritius al::eadv has

ihere are at least ffi ;;r;:;."" 
p'esent

unemployed.. Our High Corurissioner in
Ëaìxiitius has reponted that failure to tackLethls unemplo*"rrt soon uill lead alnost


