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e PRIME MINISTER’'S OFFICE
@3 MAURITIUS
v 17th Septembexny 1968,

Tre Prime “inister's Uffice (External Afpirs
Division) nresent their compliments to the Sritish High
Commission and have the honour to inform the British High o
Commission that there are at present 53_persons borm in the
former dependsncies-of ¥suritius now forming part of the /.
British Indian Ocean Terrifory who have asked to be repatristed
with tll‘_&{g;f_ﬁ_;mﬂi?gs to their native island, 1__.3_1!_@_@_5393_?. of them -
have Ieft their personal belongings. A 1ist of those persons
is enclosed, (Amnex A), = :

i P

2. Those persons were formerly elployedzby_ﬁha-CMgn:iﬂ
Agalega Co. Ltd. but on the expiry .of the contragt: whigh they
signed in Maurltius befare the Magist*ate of the ndtgtris} - -
Court, they were returned to Meuritius on the 19th ¥ay;
by the employing Company, represented here by Messrs,. ko
& Co. It is understood that their oohtract was notasre

becauss the British Indien Ocean Territary was net.in faveds ||
of further labour intakes and that the Chagos end 1 42
60+ Ltd. have started negotiations:with the British -
-of Defence on this question. - .= i Y3 i
; i Yee g ; - L =
3. In addition to those persoms, there are Bi'edulfs and ~

56 children WhHo srrived in Mauritims from either Diego:

Peros Banhos or Sslomon Island, cn the 30th March, 1968
are stranded here,

«

ke g:g.'ig* was _provided by .the Mauritius Government %o

21l the persons mentioned above but prevision of such relief| <
has been stopped., el
5 It is regretted that a copy of the agreement between
the British snd Yauritins Governments om tha cession of those .
islands now forming pert of the British Indian Ocean Territory
is not available., In case sny such written sgreement exists,
it would be aprreciated if & copy could be made available to
the Mauritius Governpent.

Be It is observed that on the 10th November, 1965, in
reply to a Parlismentary Juestion concerning Defence facilities
in the Indian Ocean, the then Secretary of State declsred in the
House of Commons thet the cost of re-settling elsewhere those
inhabitents who could no longer remain in the British Indian
Ocean Territory would be the responsibility of the British
Government.

Te During the visit to Hewritins of ¥r. Todd, Adminis-

trator of the Fritish .ndian Ocean Territory in May 1967, the

guestion of the renatristion of those Citizens of Meuritius

born in the islands nov forming part of the British Indian

Ocean Territory was discussed snd ''r, Todd then steted that

8 census was being arrsnged to find out who of those persons
/living
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lerritory belonged to

living in o !
o § considerel that that

gxercisn

siatzd if the Youritius Government

als of the %ritish Government
:Fitants of those former

forming part of the British

el AT flig X
for the recmtilument of tne
dependercies of “auritius now
Indian Nesan rsrritory.

9. e Tpine Winister's Office (Bxternal Affairs

Division) aveil themselves of this opportunity to renew to
the British High Zommission the assurances of their highest
considerstion. ‘

The British High Commission
Cerne iouse,

E_ ort louis.




