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¥r. E. ¥. Counsell (%,A.D.)
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Mr. A. Papadopoulos (U.N. (Political)D.)
Mr. P.A. Wilde (F.P.A.D.)
Mr. J. Cornish (P.U.S.D.)
¥r. J. M. Stewart (DS 41, M.0.D,)

U.8, Refuellinz and Communications Facility

at Diego Garcis (8,1.0.T.)

Mr. Oplinger of the U.S. Zmbassy called this
morning to discuss the proposed U.S. Refuelling and
Communications Facility at Diego Garcia. Mr. Lee,
P.I1.0.D,, was gresent during the call.

2. The present state of alay is that tie projact
ies been auproved Ly two Senete Commitiiss and Ty

one Comritiece of the iouse of lepresentatives, It

is still before the House Appropristions Committee
but the Administration think that it will be

agproved by this Committes within e weel, The next
etage will be for the Senate Appropriatiens Committes
to prepare z "mark up": = 1list of Def'ence Department
projects in order of priority. This should be
completed in early Kovember,

e Congress will then be asked to approve two
Bills auihorising and agpropriating monsy for
Defence Department expenditure. The Administration
exnect that the Defence Authorisstion 8Bill will
pass Conzress by the end of November and the
Defence Anpropriztions Bill by the end of December,
Until these B1lls have been possed by Congress, the
0.5, Acministratlion wish to avoid gny consultation
with outside bodies or ofher Governments that mipht
result in leaks, Mr. Oplinger said that it was
feered in Wssaington that public cutery agsinst the
establishment of & U.8. fefence fzci ity in the
Indien Ocean might possibly in the nresent crlitical
climete of cplnion itowards defence expenditure,
induce Congress to cut the appropriztion for the
Diego Gareid fzeility from the Bills.

L. finen asked whether the Diego Zarcia Tacility |
would appear as an unclassified item in the
Authorisztion or Appropriations 2ill, ¥r. Oplinger
replied that ne undsreiced the project would be
unidentified, being coversd by a zenetal neading ]
such as 'Classified Consiruction Projacts'.

5. Mr. Ovlinser said that he had beo instvucted
by Washington Lo inform us that Lhe U.3. Ad iinisirat-
ion had adecided to make use of a Havy Seabess
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(Construction) Unit for the construction work on the
Diego Garcia [acility (except for some dredging work
which & private U.S. contractor would be engaged to

undertake). 'There would pe no_requirement for local
labour for construction work. ’

6. The timetable for construction on Diego Garcia
which the Zmeriezns would like to adopt (orovided
we agree and Congress aoprove the project) is:

(a) 1 April 1970

Construction personnel and equipment arrive
Diego Garcia.

(b) First ¥onth (Aoril)

(i) Survey made.

ii) Base camp (Relipse Bay) znd industrial area

(2 miles south eszst of S8impson Point) put

up. ,

(1) work on zivstrip (north of Point Marianne)
bepun.

(iv) Interconrscting roads,

(S

(

(c) Second kionth (May)

Cantonment Area (Eclipse Bay) built,

(d) Third yonth (June)

(i) work on POL storage and transmitter site
(at southern site of island) to begin.

(ii) Road made between Point Marianne and
transmitter site.

To ease the problem of relocating the contract
labourers the Construction Unit would only seek access
to areas on the island in stages as the need arose.

7. The U.S. Administration will not be able to

N Eive H.M.G. the six months formal notification
reguired under the terms of the Agreed Hinute to the
1966 B,I.0.T, Asreerent (to engble H.¥.48. to give

| the lecsee of the plantstions on the islands six
months notiece) until the two Bills nave been

aaoroved by Congress (i.e. not until after Christmas).
Tre Administiretion would like all the contract
lstourers on Dieczeo Carcia to ve removed from the
igiand within six mentis of this formal notificstion:
being given.

8. We inflormad ¥
;others in ¥

"o Oplinger that we vwould consult ”
i L
zbout tne timebabls

glso the B.I.0.T. Comrissioner
fled proposed and let him have
our views, A we wou te unatle to speak to the
Nlauritisn CGovernmen oout resctilement until after
tlie two Bills had possed Congress (because of the

risk of a lesk). it was unlikely that we would be

abls {o resetils the vauritian contrzet labourers on
Liexo Garcia on either jjouritius oo on Apzlema by
July 1970 Eassuming 17 formel notificaticn was

| gliven usg on 1 Jsnuary (10). Ve would ave to discuss
with the B.T7.C.T. Commissioner the possidility of.
temporarily relocatlng the contract labourers on

/Diego
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Reference. .,

Diego Gareia on the copra plantationg at Peros
Banhos ang Salomon as an intermediate stage in the
resettlement brocess,

“28 no probien dbout Ziving notice to the
lesses zs H.E.Q. hag Dought out loulinie, tihe lessee
| of the Chagos nlantations in 19487, ang Foulinie was
- Bresent running the Chapos planiations 88 a
| manzrer opn behalf of H.H¥.G. However thne cantracts
| Biven to the labourers on tlie coprsa plantations

Imight extend teyond gix months, |7e would logk into
this with the B, T,0.7, Gommissioner. It appesred
w= would e unenie to tske action to E10P Houlinie
| recruitine new lzbourers fon the plantations (cecause
| of the risk g a lesk) untiy Jantary,

10, ti», Colingerp said that af'ter the Bills hag been
Enacted by Congress, the Teluctance gr the U.g
Administretien to sanction steps whieh Would make
ths facility pubnlie wonld disappean, He had been
told that the Stete Department '"Public Affaipg
Bureau' were already considering what might be saig
publiely zbout the Diego Gercia Tacility next year,

. I drew up, Oplinger's atiention to the request
maie by Lp, Erocke-Turnep in nis lstier of 3
Septemver, 1968, to ¥p, Spiers of the U.s. Embassy
that arrargements Top accommodating the Scientirfie
! interest in Diego Barcia should be discursed befwesn
{ our Cevernmenty bvefore g facility Vers get up on
Diego Gareig, I ssked hig whether the U.s,
Aﬁministration had yest EXDressed any views on the
recommendationg made in Dp, Stoddart's report.
Partieulsrily the Sugesstion that the three small
islets of Wiest Island, Widdle Island apg East
Island shoulg be considered naturs Teserves, Mp,
| [ Oplinger undertock to mzke enguiries on this point,
h\r.ﬁ,\:njq_)
12. 1 alse askes jwhethap Washington would shorily
Le Presenting us with g Drafy Agresment gpn the
Establishment snd Administration of' the Facility,
r . Mr. Onlingep gaid he was npot SUre about thig, The
! ' B.I.0.T. Agreement of 1956 alreacy h&zd detaileq
annexes on 'Customs Dutiss gng Taxation' etec. and
i it was borsible that Washinpton dig not think a
Turther formsi Agreement befwesn cup two Goverrments
neesssary, T raid t.at ouw 2gsunotion was that an
/ Agreement orf Some sort woulg need to pe negetlates,
f Hr. Oplinger agrezd to seai Washineten's visws on

this,

| : A\

J (7. Thomas)

| . 29 October 1969

I Defence Policy Pepartment
T e—m=2d, Goattment
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’ Legal Adviser (sr. Aust)

| U.3. Naval Acfuelline and Communice tions
‘ Facllity &t Diepo Garcia

You will recollect the discussions edriler this
Year which preceded the decision by Minislers in
Kay that we shoulg enter into negotiaticns il
Mauritisn Government about resetilement in Mauri
| of those contract labourers in the Chages Yslards
| Who poscessed Mauritian citizenshipn: f{le i
| eontract labourers ig be returned to the
| The U.8. Embassy have nov infermed us (ny aimite

29 Cctober attached) that they wish the coniract
labourers on Diego Garcia to be removed within =i
montns of formal notification of 7.8, i tentien %

eonstruct the Tacility being given to Hoi.G.

2. The six month period of notice is tnat raferred
%o in Section I of the U.B./U.X. Confidential Agraed
Minute interpreting Artiels 2(2) (amonz others) oFf
‘ the 1966 Exchange of Notes on British Irdian Ocena

Territory. I sttach copies of:

a the Exchange of Notes,
b the Agreed Minute.

{ ' 3. I should be grateful if you could let me knoy
,whether the sixz months notice which the Amsriean
mist give H.U.G. 2pplies to completion erf
administrative arrangsments for resettlejent af iae
population asz well as 4o the notice H. .73, requir
! 1o give to the leazsees of the plantations, {¥omliiiep
the Tormer lesses of the Chagos plantations, abanion
his lease sometime ago and now only operates Liem a
& manager on behalf of H.M.a. Does this ailect 4 e
period of notice ths U.8. Administratiecn are regulrec
to give H.M.G.7 )

L. ¥y own reading of the documents in that the
period of notice for the resetilement of the cont-act
‘ labourers is subiesct to negotiation betwesen H.N.G.
and the U.8. Administrstion (i.e. v could  posy
lonrer % en six montia’ notice if we wisaed).

‘or

‘-’-\\: T\-> Py,
M
- (J. Thouas)
. 10 Novembe» 1369
' Defence Policy Jeprrtuen
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