Ref. No._BIOT/32/157 OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR,

B.LO.T. - -
VIOTORIA,
SEYCHELLES.

21ist Novenbher, 1969
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Thank you for your lstter EPN 10/2 of 6th Noverber, 159
about the Diego Garcia project.

.4

2. I am pleased that gpprovak for the prgject has been
chirined at last as we can now at last see with some confidencs
Wi . iha future bolds. Unfortunstely, by the time I reccived
the letter I had sent off the 1570/71 estimstes which will mow
require revision. I will write to you separately sbout this,

3. I hope that it will be pessible for the Americans to Mave
the money voted by the end of iLis year &s there will be 2 ,
Noxdvaer Chagos voyage leaving here on 30th December. If the f\
project can be teken out of the secret classification by fwn '
We should bte zble %0 m&ke the proliminary arrangements for |
resettlement during that wyage «d ot hawe to mke an

expens ive non-cormercial visit., Normally we cwld have post- [
ponedl the voyage but Moulinie's must collect their copra ;
from Chagos before wid-Jmualzy or forfeit a profiizble contract. |
I realise there is nothing we can do o speed up Congress axd ]
that a confidential disdlosare to Houlinie's wald meet

strong opposition. However, it would help if you could l=ep _
this point in view as it would save same £3,000 to £4,000 on |
resettlenent costs end would eneble us fo begin with less
publicity than a specisl Nordveer trip would allow. S

4. I see 1o #iffimlty in clsaring Diego Garcia by Jums “~H
1970 but I do not think we have mich hope of clearing both {
Pers Banhos end Salomon as well by that time. FNegotiaticus \
with the Meuritius Government and with Houlinie's who will '
te imvelved 3f we vse Agslegm will izke some tine end
Moulinie's will then have to provide additional accommodation
on Agalega. I think therefare we would do better at this
stage to wrk out a two phase plan, phase 1
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being the clearing of Diego Garcia and phase 2 the clearing of
the other tw isleads, Phase 1 can be plamed for completion
by the ead of June and phase 2 couid then be put into operatim
whenever we were ready to do so. An outline plan is attached
showing bhow this could be dxse.

5. The attached plemn shows the population which we hawe to
move. If we begin by removing the Seychellois snd mono-
Msuritians frox Peros Banhos and Salonon and repair sone
vacant houses, we can accomodafe the Diego Garcia Ilois there
in ths first instance. This ang a two phase removal of the
Seychellois end rono-liaud tians would exable us to obtain the
maginua ocutput from the islands and to economise on transport
costs. To leave the Ilois on Diego Garcla end to begin
resoving the Seychellois and mono-auritians from there wauld
mean a mmach greater fall in production and could cause moTe
d@fficulties if finzl arrangements for the removal of the
Diego Garcia Ilcis had not teen completed by the end of Jums.
I Inve grouped Seychellois and mono-fawditians together as

t0 leave the mono-Hauritisns until later would almost
certainly leed thea to clam similar treatmnt to the Ilois.

6. Our most recent legsl advice is that we camnot give

the Seychellois @d Heuritiams one month's notice as we have

previously thought but that they are entitled to paymut for
the unexpired portion of their comtrect. I will tiy €0
persuade thea to complste their cormiracts elsevhere bul himan
nature being what it is meny W1l probedly prefer not to de

s0. Taking the most pessimistic wier this will add sbout

 £9,000 to the i2settlement costs. Fortunately, no campensation
is due to Houiinie & Company.

T. The cost of the factors in the plan shich I Imve ben
gble to caleulate came to £28,500. This does not inclwie &y
costs for Ilcis mow in Mawritius nor any resetilement cosis

on Agalega or in Mauri tius. If we are able to use Agalega far
the Ilois v in Cheges, ¥Moulirde's will have to syerd scne
£30,000 on réhowsing and will no doubt askus to belp o wards
this, Bow far we can resist such pressure depends on how
easential it i8 to use Agalega. It is the most suitable
errengmeat end may well be preased by the Mauritius Govermment
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. their families from Chagospmd to double this mmber by
" removing the Seychelloic from Agalega would cbvicusly be wvery

| Foraig.n a.nd COnmonxealth Offﬁ.ooo
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not only for the Ilois in Chagos but also for those in Mauritius,

8. There is one further possibility. As stated in our
telegram BIOT 24, sbout 140 of the 170 employees on Agalega -
are Segychellois and if pressed by the Mauritins Government to
replace them by Ilois we could hardly refuse as Agalega is a | .
Hauritius islani. We smIl already be returming 140 men and |-
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tnpopular here. With a genaral"‘elecﬁ.on in Seychelles towa.nis-
the end of next year the timings fooald scarcely be less ’
poritdous, I hope that we can keep this as a last resort

if »°: - ise fails. ‘The cost would be some £9,000 in -

: : compe:.cation to the displaced Seychellois which is probatly -
*+ more inanwe should have to pay for Moulinie's coo;pera.ﬁ.on in

exps:iing ks acﬁﬂ.tiea on ‘Bne isiand.

9. These visws on the fina.l resettlement of the Ilois
cas~t; however, rest on any sound foundation until tle matter

bar beem openly discuseed with tlo Hauritimns and Moulinie end - g

we “'.Lll cnly store up difficulties for ourselves if we tiy to
Fi=» this far shead in an attempt to clear thewhole of Chems -
b »he end of June. I hope therefare you will agree that we

% ghould follow the owtlins plan in the sttachm nt to this letter,

.. .aiming to implement stages 4=6 as soon as possible aftercthe -

- first three stages are complsted. As I Imve said, to be eble -
%0 tell Moulinie's at the end of December would g:reatly facilie -~

tate the arrangements and I hope soneﬁzing can be done d:out

Y tmis,

Tt J-Q
o g

10. . An early start is esséntial and wo chould therefore like

to have your approval ‘of the!plen as soon as pessible amd - : -
. preferdbly in advance .6f the:final.approval of the projact 80
o ‘th&t I can begin e the ﬁﬂ".ailedplmning

G BE (3. BR. Todd)
L C.¥., Lec, Eaq., : R -
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PRESENT POPULATION

 RESEMIEMAN

¥ _CHAGO

%4
I

Ilols .  Men Women  Childven Sirgle Men Pamlies Huming Unite
Diego Garcia 27 2 ' 45 12-‘ 25 31 71
Peros Banhos 22 26 173 10 25 30 85
Salomon 26 28 82. 11 24 30 9%
oML . M T 200 33 . T4 91 !

o v .;;_é:..-:

Seychellois and mono- o *
Disgo Garcia 101 40 85 57 37 76 184
Poros Banhos 18 3 9 n 3 9 . 26 B
Salomon T2l 5 20 14 6 13 36
TOTAL 40" 48 14 g2 46 % 246

L » Shipp:l.ug adnlts L.on. Aaults bs e

— pamenger amd ohildren as a. half paasenger i

Shipping Adultg* '

287




STAGE

SETT
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OUTLINE OF POPULATLION MOVEMENT

GRA

REMARKS
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1.

2.

3

4.

5,

-

April 1970

¥ay 1970

June 1970

or c_ungqngatinn to

Removalof Ilols from Diego Garola to Petos Banhos

ﬂnd Salomon.
Barhos and Salomon,
labour at Bast Point,

& ' .

Removal of remaining Seychellois £rom Di

. -

Removal of ron-Haurd tians and fixset sec
~ Soyo hellois from Diego Gavola, ',
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i

Removal of Jeychellols from Peros
Conocentration of Diego Garcla

on ot

) v

Removal of Ilois froa Peros Banhos and Saloan:

to Agalega,

Resett lem et on Agaloga ox Mauritins,

Resettloment of"Iloi'a now in Mawd.tius on Ag’élags'-'"'ﬁ_
ois now in Mauxitivg, .~

W3

" Note Co

gé Gavola.

£1,000

£2,500.

£2,000

 £14,00)
?
K

o e mp'enéa't‘:lbﬁﬂtb Soyomﬁniu and .
R mono-Mawd tiwme for loss of - "
- £9,000"

Romoval would be made by Noxdvaer, ¥
of cost baing covered by nomal com
activities dwring varage. Cost of }
to Mauxi tins and temporary repaire t
occupled quarters on Peros Baphps eo
Salomon are included. -

" Non-commeroial woyage of Noxivaer.
"of coupensation gee mote bo lov, .

. part comerclal voyage ly Nordvaer.

commercial voyage by Isle of Farquha
Payment of campensatlon see note bel

Four mn—cbmamial voyeges by Honh}
Removal to Maui tius would adl some

to cost, -

Depends on negotiations with Moulind
and possibly Mauxltius Government..

Depends on negotiations with Hawrddl

Qovornmont and possibly Moulinie & (




