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OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR, J
B.1. 0. T.

VICTORIA,
SEYCHELLES.

SONPIDEITT AL

17th February 197

I returned on the evening of 2ad Febrmiary from my
vigit to Chagos., Ir addition %o ‘the nine rerbers of the :
U.S. reconnaisance varty, Paul Moulinle also cams along.

2. Yo left Mobe on 19th Janvary and arrived in Diege
Goreia on the 2%xd. The reconnaissnce party; heled by &

boat WAd & tractor and ftraiier from the plantation, Lot dowr
l. v_
—L

to work whilst I céllect 3

2

ed the various @owmrwm\uumomnimﬁm 7 :
. arraage the evacuation of the island. On the24th J:nvarxy M_N :
<. AT oy > .

I +0ld all the inhabitants that we intended to ¢

it W

isTand in July pbut, thet for some time, we wvould be

ing to Tun Peros Danhos and Salomon and

as many peonle am nossible from Diego Garc

s Thiz drew no comment from the Seychelleis but a =1
o

ew of the Llois naled whether they could resurn to | KK
PR | _ =

conftinu-
wa would send
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5 instead and receive soms compensation for Isaving

stheir "own covntiy®. I plaeyesd this one into touch by saying .J

that our intention was to cause as little disruption of their

‘lives as possiblie and that due to the difficuliles of communi=-

cations with Mauritius it would nobt be possible to airange a
o -

¥
return there until bowards the wmiddle of the year when the
1.V Hourdtius would resume its calis at labe.

D Paul Joulinie end I left Diego Garcia on the

evening of 24th Janwary and went first to Szlomon and then

to Peros Bunhos vhere we oblnined details of those on the
1 ccommodation avzileble. Ve returned to

lglends and the a
Diego Garciae on the 27th Jaruary.

& . The detailed position on the islands 1s slown in

the abtachrent to this letter. As you will see we rhall in .N

July hove un Diego Carcia 36 Ilois familics (36 men, 37 P
woren and 64 children), 1 Mauritisa and 45 Seychellois /

e
fardilics (45 men, 17 women and 30 children). The 26 Ilois L;L /A
families and the zinsle Mauritisn should then go to Feros
Barhos and Salomon. Only 10 families will have left these
regorganizing the allocation ol sgome
quartors and carrying out limited repalrs on others, we will
he ahle to absort ths 37 Diego Garcia Temilies without
prematurely termdinating the contracts of Seychellois on

these islands,  The Tlois will be able to be econowically
enployed on the islands and indeed, soxe further labour could
be abzoerbed if the rupning of the plantations was tie . only
‘con3ideration, : _
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5. To absorb further lzbour would however mean
bullding more houses, which economically we canunot Justify

for a short period, and it will therefore be necessary to
Lerminate the contracts of those Seychellois laobourers left
cn Diego Garcia in July 1877T. There are 45 families
involved and the cost of compensation will be some £3,000,
The cost of repairing houses on Peros and Salorwon can e )
ret {rom the normal running costs of the plantations and
the transport costs are also a faeir charge on this, a3 we
cen corbine the moverents with mormel commercial visits.
It wowld, I conuider, be fair to pay each of the Iloiu
families who arc moved to Peros Banhos RsHb00 tc compensate
them for %the move which will involve thém il Some.expense
v

an

as they will hove to leave some of the fithtings which they
own. in' their houses., This would add = further £1,350 to
the cost of the move, dbringing the total to £4,350.
6. One problem we shall have to Tace is that
mentioned in parvagraph 2, the problem of those Ilois wio
would prefer to go o Mauritius or Agalaga. lMoulinie has
agreed to vronsTer any who wish glww&.mlmrmm.pmﬁw to That
isiand. This leaves the more difficult problem of tlose
D who wish to return to Maurifius. Under the terms of their
employment we cannot refuse to allow them to reiurn il they
so wish, as they have all completed their contracts, At -
the same time it would obviously be embarrassing for us if
they arrived in Mauritius with at most their Rs500 disturo- _
ance payment in their pockets. All we can do is to \
eacourage them 40 go to Peros Banhos and Salomon. T
£ the ReB00 only to those who did so wouwld heln, but
e
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cffer of .
© . it would be wmore helpful if we could at that stage tell them
- that the move to the other isisnds #as intended as a temporary
oone whilst we worked out a defailed scheme to provide adequately
H,.oH.gmHH.w.&__u:ﬂo. .
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Y P Moulinie remains hesitant abont any definite ccheme

" for Amalaza., 411 I have becn able to get out of him is a

general statement on the island, a copy of which I am

attaching to this letter.” I will continue to press him

when sultable opportunities present themselves, but I can

hold out little hope of a Tirm practical plan ererging unless

i we can make the first move by making a concrete offer of
assistance., This could.only bhe done after a visit to tae

island by an ezpert which would mean obtaining the agroement
of the Mauritius Governrent. This changes round our proposed
approach and may well complicate your position with the Moauri-
tius Governwent, but I thirnlk it is the only approach wlich
will effectively get anything constructive out of Moulinie.

Enl

T.A, Enieght, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Tondon S.W.1., :
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AGALEGA ISLAID.

It potentiel and fsaturem.

L]

Vhat is kmown as Ageloge Island, lying ot aboud 365 miles south of Hale, ir

[

en eloveted reof of zbout 15 miles long,ctreiching from North do Soutlh,
ent at sbout dwo third of its length, starting from the FNorth, by a oirip
of challow water of about one and a helf miles long. o ,
: . .
It is Vory easy Yo welk from Worth to South without nmeet ng
more Gien ank eep wober. P.oowww dryawvm by two horeses ig somotimes 1.bed
for a quick or ssing and this mmmm_ow fransport is well mﬁwuuowmdoﬁ - the

RN )i T elrad 10

The transport of dtores and products is made by tracior—irawa

“trailers and boats.

ﬂﬁmaﬁwwmoﬁﬁwmmﬁﬁzmwgmw&mawmmw&Sbwewoﬁwamoﬁ¢wwﬁw
il the w@w@wﬁmm and loadings now take place at"™St. m9%mwz cituated o:. the

b m@wwww,doamﬁwe the mole of the Port of " Si. Rita ™ has becn dostroyel. by
the 1951 cyelone and hos not been replaced sincs, Londing ot ™ St Jares ®
wu”deM safe and Gasy from March to December but represents cerioin rsks

.wmmoawwwnmawmu to Horch when the preveiling wind blows from the North.

R

¢

: _ A moro prectical anchorage than " St. Rita " bos boen fiund
ia tho meﬁﬁw.wﬁ& mw to now tho pompibility of ncoass to the ohowo hao not
bosn well exanined and that probably bocause " 8%, James ® hns oo far not
civen rise to any dissatisfaction.

There is on the South a Meteorological Station matntaincd by
the Mouritian Goveranment and usually run by two officers from Vacoas
Mooritivg., This Station keepse an adoquate and permancnt wirelens comminlca~

A

v

~

on vith Mauritive ond Seoychelleg.

&

Tho povulation 1o ]
Moupitiand Men 13 Womens 8 Doys: 9 CGirke:2 Humbor of ifouritianc 32
CLiohe > gy 557 gy 48 U gy 6L - vyy 42 sy 9y Llois 206
“Boychelloiss 4 57 o 186 3¢ B6 gy 24 gy 9y Soychellois 133
s 371

Totals  Hems 125 ga= B2 49 96 49 68 7 ¢ yilnhnbitantc

I
(5] o e

Althoush thoro 4o no Doctor on the Islauid, melical atirntiesn

¢ bo optninsd from o Dregcor and o Hidwife who whonover necensery b ko

thelr guldonéc, by rodic , from o Doclbor stotioned in Mawritiue or So; oheoll s

2
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E | A pchooner from Hoho iz visiting the Island every twe monilis 0
R ving the provisions nnil dronoport the pacmen;ors and produstio. dbout ouge

& year o ship Pfrom Uonritiuvo callso to drop & Mbmu.n.wxmra who ¢sals with the
€U COUDT CLBGO.

The avca covezed by arable land is cbowh G000 to OO0 acros of which
2000 are good fowi,u..wg poll on which maize end other verious m_ocwaﬁ&,m.gﬁ
vezotabics could e cultiveted undenbiedly with é.oooqm‘ fak=] m%o.qam by “he @

TR ete S s d ey s oo | 2 e

N-O Uﬁ%’d Qi...wn“.—ﬁ.u,tmuh.r F Q.wnv W a.mm; a =W

e

The woiter stratun w both Islands is ob about O fonh doope is iw

meny placos colft and tho wolls? wader which io olundani can To usod fou!

drintring parpese and drrigabion of the mosd delicats vlants. Althougs votor
fo &: akd #u wmpolliy collacied ..S,,, g@ wé%a..
 there are dhoud L29,000 ccconwh troec of bearing oge.ln 1970 the
W ancunt of copra prodnccd was only 450 ,wom.mm eno of the lowont %mﬂ,a,@mﬂﬂmﬂw
mwwam the last five yoors. This dvop %..m dus to the oficots of wiorms oLo-
tained during 1968 and 1969,

: olf of the adult reos awa not boaring due to & couplete lack
of modntainonco én?ﬁﬁ in tho pooka ‘@%%w 211 of tho very iow bsadins
anl non Boowing trcog hove now boon monured ond poie »id ¢f the ofmprér sed

gond Yhot Jormed o havd Eym_.&ww » thom. Those trocs oro now rogovering .
atinfnoter i mmcmm.w_ svidence to hopo thoat their muts will
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Aboud 25,500 young trees have rocontly boen well plonted,domne
wm.é adready Pz ~agocioucly storbed 40 boar. Thoso young troes vill gradeally
incroase the ﬁwémﬁcwmws dueing thoe next five yoord.

.

ioordog bho

: One hundred thousand mors Lreos oould Ve plo nbed,
.ue.wam&ow broes of BEENIDETEAEL dwo-hundrod and Tifty thounoand. &.:.aﬁ &
piontabion, with good cure could eapily yiold: ono thovvond-e! ghi-hundrod -
fwo=thonoand tons of coppe per yeor. Woridng eyotenatically cuch & goal
could b roachod within ton yeovs and tho aoa,w of pemo could he sboerbel by

the gnﬁm ,E.ﬁc ﬁé@&fﬁ o %ed@ﬁa of ,ﬁww Iciand.

A 4rial of oo wﬁwm wpocding vhich hoo unfortunatoly mot been
wﬁ?ﬂmwﬁ.of e boon nroved cuccosnful, o thore is grod wonron o bolieve
that with onovgh ow%;d:.m;peé each ipland could food, ap thoy ore nod, _

snbout one hundred g&a of ootilo and thore i no doubt that [roos ond

o daviamy pre ol Ka ~am? 2% A 5 R TN A, - o ol 4 e kol Kyl
Potdep o bobtior cunlity oould bho imbroduced, ot vory low ouil.wpool icm

- . e [T N R T ] S L b2 )
greas pooved very Srilnhio Zer corolio Imiands howve alveady Woon indrodicod

xS AN S H i S EVALE
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i Tho YProsdins of chickons cnd pigs 4o already nrogrocaing
ratinfooiorily and with o 1itile nore atbontion the mumber of both ar imalp

nowld Be inceroasod and their selootion imnrovede

Joth Isloads howve mony besutiful houss olfos and leny, white randy
‘honchoss Fhe olimale from Aprdl to October ctays botieon 237to 267cerdi-
crads with a beoutiful blue mﬁw« ‘ _

Dig gome fiching is vory prociicable during the Sonih DBast mocaronm,
Jroen Haveh o Dogomber and the mbdsd &iffdcult export ioc liksly to find dhe

“ieh he donires.

aeilitics B0 uild more than one olr strise on hoth

2]

hero are
islandset a vory nedovete cosh, the ground beeing olready Lovel and oxsept
fo2 o far buches, frse from treon or boulders, The poaces amilable are

i plantotions snd thorofore would not curinil tha amouat of
coriculturasl land.

Hith & contiaucus good husbondrys Agilesy could Defore $he onl of

ithis decadsy give a docent muboistancs to aboul four thousand inhabitinbo

2.,

4 Fr ’ . ! v
cad doponding wpon e monogenent, 1ife could bo very plesment on this

w
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