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US Naval Refuslling and Communications

Facility: Diemo Garcis

Backpround Notes

In Aupust 1968 ¥inisters approved in principlo a Uritsd
States proposal to cstablish & small navel refuelling and
communications Ffacility connlsting of a dredged anchorasz
for ships, oil storage, wirelsss communicatlions and an aiv
strip on Diegc Garcia otoll in %the Chagos Archipelago (pa=s
of British Indian Ocean Territory /BIOT/).  (Secretary of
State's Minute of 25 July 1968, which wes subsequently a5-3¢d.)
2. US Congressional hearings about the proposed faeilltr
began (in secret session) on 30 June. Tho initial rozcilon
of the House Armed Sorvicos Committes is reported to havo
been Pfavourable but final Congroseional approval may not Mo
fortheoming until the late summer or auilumn. The US Adainige
tration hops that their proposals for Diego Garcia will rui0in
sscret until that time,
3, The Americens have, however, egreed that the Maurdtinn
and Indisn Governmonts may be informed in strict secrecy ui’
the proposals this week, and it is thought that & lesk Iron
the Mauritians is less 1likely if the Secretary of State
mentions the metter psrsonally to the Mauritian Prime Minirtecr.
The Americans ars snxious that ws should not give too menr
details to the Indisns or Mauritians at this atage &s the
Congress may change the Administration's detailed proposals
and Congressmen will react strongly if they think that the
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