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Backøround l{ote

In .&u$¡st 1968 Mlnlsterc aÞpÌ.Ôvott ln prtncfpLo a Unl i:rl

Statoe propooal to egtabll'sh a enal3- naval ¡efuelLx'ng anå

coneunlcatlons facllliy ccnnletlng of a d'redgoa âachorilli)

f,o¡r sblB6, oi]. Bto!a8o, lrlrolesa conurunlcatlons qnd an air

etrlp on Dtego Gûrcia atoXl in thê Ghagoe Archlpel'ago (?r':'¡

of, Drttr.sh l:rùlan ocean Tel¡1 to4r lBlof/). (Soarotarv ol

Statere l{lnute of 25.tu1y L968, wirlch nao oubeeguentXy n3:;cù,)

2, US Congr"essio¡lal. hoarings abouÈ tho propoood faclIlt.¡

began (1n secret ooeelon) on 30 June. llro lnltlal roactlon

of the Eouse Ár'nod. gol.ticoÊ Co!¡rnitteo 18 roportsd' to havo

beoa favor¡reble but f,lnol Cong¡'oselonal approval Bay not'r'r

forthsohlng u¡¡111 the Late su$tr€r o¡i euturm. Ths uÊ Acl'¡l:ils-

t¡.stlon hOpo that thoir proposala for D1€go Oarcla wl'l1 rìrral-fi

sscaet unttl that tLse.

3.thê.4$erfosn6havorhovoverregreed'thatthelfaurttl:ì¡t
anð Inûlan Governu¡ontg nay be lnfornod, tn Etrlct Eocresy ()tl

the progoealg thlo'week, anô lt te thought that B loslc frÒIt

the llar¡rltla¡e le leos llke1y tf the Secretary of Stst€

nontlone tho nattor porsonelly to ths llau¡ltlan Prl¡¡e ll1¡r:''r'tcr'

Tho Americans êÉe aoxlous that ûe sboul'l not 8Évo toÔ rnan;r

t1¿ta116 to th6 Xn,11âns or üaurltiane at thle stage 6s thc

Congrees uay change tlro Àð¡¡lnletrattonlg ðetalled Brgposn:'tr

ar¡d cong¡.esenon w111 roact strongLy lf tbey tblr¡k tÌ¡at tirt:
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.¡86Á sTrtl Jo Þue €Et sÊ¡E¿so¡, eEfT.êltros 6cBld o{€t lr{glq
e{r€î, ?,BW} €!¡Bou¡ sïql eôT1âBJd qr .pê,,o.¡dd' oeq oee.rguog

lar{ri Jo sIÏs+gp ¡t¡eegaoeu oql e eq o¡¡ sE _r¡ooE s€ s¡JXpl
gona ptoq o+ J(pee.r eca e¡¡ +€rt1 lr€TooEEÞU ¡ll8Bsoo¡Àoôg .¡Tg
o¡nsEB og ET g8Ets sTr{+ +tr op ltBo ê,q TfV .EnlîT.¡nefl u¡

6(:¿sï?.!o ùÍorl+ JO +r¡oEet+1osod¡ 6qt xnoqE. 8u€rÎ.T.¡nBtt or{x rÍ}Tri
L{TB+ O+t¡T i¡ê+¡¡e plrtoqg êa û.lTJ a.for¡ $uErd r¡BoTrfeurl gqg eB

uô('it !,ru +crll poptcgB ¿ãql.¡nJ s¡¡ogeTu!9{ .ëorûoÎoc pue xo eq+
pr.:E ÈrlTlT¿nB!{ Jio EuosTtlo Ïþnp o.:u (.ro4.e¡uÏ}î êuT.¡d uET+T.¡nBIt

o{.{q. c+ po++TupB êq +ou pr¡roq8 sTE+ r::,hoqiîe). .pus sr¡oÎ+B.¡ðueg
oi..î ¿o Þuo rroJ BBurIsî sr{X uo poÅTT o.nsq uTBTro r¡BTlT.¡nBfi Jo
e;:c¿nÖqBtr +cBr¡luoo sql JO êt¡o8 gEr{+ +otJ oqq /(q BoXueeoad e1

ttolr¡o.rd IEToods V .r¡ouolsg prre soqrrraq so¡od .oBeîê(ITr¡cüV

'.:JBr{g 
er{+ Jo spueter Be+TqrqET .rêq+o o¡.lq, ê¡{1 p¡rB Brc(¡BÐ

t3a1g uro.t¡ 6r¡Þ{.¡0rÀ or{l TIB so¡laqciiog âq+ pua ÊnT1TanBn o3
tunlâd og êq plnorÀ ue¡qoad eTq+ ol. uoTfnîoB f.¡olceJeT+asu[

+r;têT öql lEqg (poo.¡ge ]lXguenbosqns eBr¡ qclrd,lr ¿ê?ETuTfl oET¡¡d
irr'+ o+ 696T tT¡cIV T¿ Jo olnl¡Tt{ s!o4E?S Jo.â.rc}ê¿ccg} .llu¡g q¡
lic.nicop s¿êlsluTn .e¿Ðq¡,rsslo þa¡11osa.: oq o+ BÍc¿BÐ o9o¡6

uc cr¡o¡+B1ue1d aadoo oq? uo porîôTduâ liî+r¡oÊs.¡d snT+f.¡nBA pt¡r,
6a1i'.rto.cog or{g rso.¡J s¡o¡¡noqe1 qcs¿suoc oq+ ltsï¡¡ TITet sûsc¡.tg¡ry

arJl ..c1TTToÐJ .¡lêq+ ql¡¡À ljuoqa og oq opXcep Áerg] JI
ñF@.r
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